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Hello, Peaksters!  Lots of illness going on right 
now at the Halby House.  Both Mike and I are 
under the weather with what can only be 
called “the glompp.”  Cough, congestion, bad 
tempers, runny noses, yechy dispositions, 
overall aches and pains and of course I’m such 
a baby when I get sick.  Mike’s the kind that 
just wants to be left alone. I’m the kind that 
wants to be waited on hand and foot (so 
what’s different about that?).  As you can 
easily imagine, our house not a pleasant place 
to be right now.  Even the dogs are laying low.  
The cat hasn’t been seen for days.   
 
Enough complaining – on to Mensa business!  
We had a great time in June with our usual 
events. And, Hallelujah!  The weather cooper-
ated and we were able to hold Mensa Mini-
Golf outside at the new location, Lost Island 
(off Academy and Dublin).  From all appear-
ances, they put some money into that place – 
the decorations were cool; lots of dinosaurs 
and Jurassic Park-type displays.  They even 
had a sign that told about thagomizers!  We’ll 
go again in July for some goofy mini-golf fun!  
Why not join us?  
 
Coming up in July – the Annual Gathering in 
Phoenix!  Are you going?  If so, let me know 
so I can compile a list of our Plains & Peaks 
attendees.  That just makes communications 
for the AG attendees easier – we can let folks 
know where to go for Give In To Beer Pres-
sure and where the Gifted Youth Event in 
Phoenix will be … or any other Plains & Peaks 
meet-ups that might spontaneously pop up!   
 
As is our custom in July, we’ll actually have 
two Give In To Beer Pressure events – one in 
Colorado Springs and one at the AG.  The one 
in COS will be at Brewers’ Republic, where 
we’ve held the July GITBP for the past, oh, 
probably 5 or so years, if not longer.  There is 
some “danger” that Brewer’s Republic may be 

closed, but if they are, the contingency plan is 
to head over to Oskar Blues!  We’ll have to 
see where we end up at in Phoenix!  If we 
have a list of AG attendees, we can alert the 
AGers to the location of the Phoenix GITBP.  
We’re also hoping to include former Plains & 
Peaks members, like Vera and Art (who start-
ed GITBP) and Dave and Jen in on the Phoenix 
GITPB event!   
 
Also for our group in July – Mountain 
Munchies!  A fave event of mine at RC and 
Connie’s place up in the mountains outside of 
Florissant.  We’ll have RC’s world-famous chili 
as well as brats, pot-luck dishes, some brew-
skis, chips, and RC’s Trivia Contest!  We can 
watch the hummingbirds dog-fight at the 
feeders, check out Connie’s beautiful gardens 
(always a treat), and enjoy the cool mountain 
breezes and spectacular views from the patio 
and deck!  If you haven’t been to a Mensa 
event in a while (or ever) – this is a great 
event to break the ice!  Relax, visit, have some 
fun, and get to know some folks!   
 
Other events in July include our usual Caffeine 
Conundrum, In Search of Eggsellence, Burg-
erQuest, Trivial Pursuits, Movie Night 
(featuring a great movie – Quigley Down Un-
der), Mensa Hike (let’s get some fresh air), 
and a visit to Dragonmans.  Speaking of Drag-
onmans – you can pre-purchase tickets from 
his web-site; the tour is $20 for people over 
12 years old.  It’s been a few years since I’ve 
toured Dragonmans – but let me tell you, it’s 
well worth the time and money.  His collec-
tion is fantastic (he has so much stuff, you’ll 
never see it all in one tour) and even if you’re 
not a huge military history buff, you’ll find 
something that will capture your interest!   
 
MERF Update:  I was thrilled to receive the 
results of our MERF Essay Scholarship Contest 
this year.  Plains & Peaks Mensa had one win-
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ner, Brian Beem, at the local level for a $600 
Diane Mossip award and one winner, Samuel 
Crawford, at the national level for the Bertie 
Clark $2500 Scholarship!  Wow!  That’s really 
fantastic!  Huge thanks to our local judges:  Al 
Ackerson, Deb Johnson, Jennie-Jo White, 
Betsy Ogan, and Scott Mosher – they are the 
reason we are so successful with this most 
worthwhile program each year!  Thanks, judg-
es!  And – Congrats to our winners, Brian 
Beem and Samuel Crawford.   
 
Well, that’s about all I can think of for now – 
be sure to check out our calendar of events.  
Join in, get to know some of your fellow Men-
sa peeps, have some fun at one of our events 
… and see you soon! 

 
~Sandy 
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Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
 

 

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President) 
6066 Del Rey Dr. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
719-528-5483 

mandshalby@comcast.net 
 
Chris Cooper (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership) 
1105 Bowstring Rd. 
Monument, CO 80132-8595 
(719-646-4456) 

Shedonist@Cooperplace.net 
 
George Cooper (treasurer) 
1105 Bowstring Rd. 
Monument, CO 80132-8595 

719-646-4456 
gcooper@cooperplace.net 
 
Srikant Mantravadi (Gifted Youth Coordinator) 
6433 Jules Drive 
Colorado Springs, CO 80923 
(719) 352-5074 

srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com 
 
Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor) 
1061 Hummingbird Ct. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 
719-481-1199 

Bogan54@aol.com 
 
Sean McCormick (Webmaster)  
4220 Ruby Dr. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
719-651-6706  

ithelpco@gmail.com 
 
Al Ackerson (Past President) 
5102 Galley Road, #430AW 
Colorado Springs, CO  80915 
719-465-3747 

Alackerson@msn.com 

What’s Up In Our Region 

Rich Olcott 

Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  
 

 RVC7@us.mensa.org 
720-390-7889 

Several things to celebrate this month. Independence Day, for one, 

and all our Scholarship winners, for another.   For the 2019-2020 aca-

demic year, our Heartland Region essayists garnered 22 Mensa Foun-

dation scholarships, all together worth $15,100.  Thanks go to all our 

Local Group and Regional essay judges and to the donors and event 

participants who made that possible.  Event participants?  Yes, fund-

raising events, everything from a benefit auction at an RG to each 

CultureQuest® team and the AG’s “Mr. Mensa” … um … pageant, all 

pouring dollars into the Foundation’s scholarship funds.  You can find 

the full list of winners at mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/

scholarships/scholarship-winners/. 

Oh, yeah, CultureQuest, the uniquely Mensan national team trivia 

contest.  The Heartland Region mounted eight teams this year: 

 Clear Lake Clear Thinkers, from Central Iowa Mensa 

 Heart of America, from Mid-America Mensa 

 you go girls! from Nebraska-Western Iowa Mensa 

 Questionable Behavior (one of my favorite team names) and 

Singularity from Denver Mensa 

 Alferd Packer Catering (another favorite, and yes, that’s how he 

spelled it – look him up and you’ll understand the name) from 

Boulder/Front Range Mensa 

 Peaks Pinnacles and Prime of the Plains from Plains and Peaks 

Mensa 

The ratings won’t be announced until the Annual Gathering in July but 

I’ve got my fingers crossed for all of us. 

I don’t want to close off this month without paying tribute to Tony 

Jackowski, the other candidate who ran for RVC-7 for this coming 

term.  He and Kim have been mainstays of Mid-America Mensa for a 

long time.  Beyond that, Tony has served Mensa in many positions at 

both national and international levels.  With his long history of volun-

teering and gaining Mensan friends and experiences along the way, 

he personifies “Give and it shall be given unto you.”  What a great role 

model for other Mensans.  Thanks, Tony, and keep going! 

 

- Rich Olcott 

Cryptogram 

 

"IK IX NSK NTQTXXPGJ KS  
 

MNFTGXKPNF KOINBX IN SGFTG  
 

KS PGBMT PLSMK KOTZ."  
 

~FT LTPMZPGQOPIX'X ZSKKS  
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Trivia           by RC Timm 
50th anniversary of the first manned  
moon landing & other moon stuff. 
 

1.    How many Mercury astronauts walked on the moon? 

2. How many Apollo moon missions were quarantined upon return 

        to Earth? 

3.    How fast is the moon moving away from the earth? 

4.    Which Apollo 11 crewmember was the first civilian astronaut? 

5.    How old was Neil Armstrong when he died in 2012? 

6. Which astronaut traveled to the moon twice without landing  

        on it? 

7.    Who are the other two astronauts to travel to the moon twice? 

8. What are the three most common names for Earth's only  

         natural satellite? 

9. How many pounds of lunar rock and soil did the Apollo missions  

         bring back to Earth? 

10. What are Moon Trees? 

 

“I believe that every human has a finite amount of heartbeats. I 
don't intend to waste any of mine running around doing exercises.”  
                                         Neil Armstrong 

Ryan P Mielke  July 2 
David T Hightower  July 4 
Arthur Evans  July 5 
James Carroll  July 9 
Srikant Mantravadi  July 11 
John Roberts  July 14 
Gregory Culbreth  July 14 
Roberta Cordova  July 16 
David Niedringhaus  July 17 
Theodore J Thompson July 17 
Gregory Bloss  July 20 
James Beaulieu  July 20 
Loree Czarnecki  July 20 
William Fitzpatrick  July 24 
William C Bricking  July 31 
 
NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that infor-
mation is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  To check your 
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa 
(1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and under My Mensa, 
go to My Demographics.  

If you have an announcement or news item, please forward it to 
PlainsPeaking Editor Betsy Ogan (bogan54@aol.com) for inclusion in 
PlainsPeaking!  And, don’t forget, you can advertise your business in 
PlainsPeaking. The current rates are:  business card size $6, quarter 
page $10, half page $25 and full page $50.   
 
GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking news-
letter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to Betsy at 
bogan54@aol.com 
 
JUNE MINI-GOLF!  Hurrah!  We finally made it outside for Mini-golf!  
We visited the new place – Lost Island Mini-golf and Go Karts, just off 
Academy and Dublin.  It was really nice and it 
appears they’ve put a lot into the décor of the 
place – lots of dinosaurs and fun stuff like 
crashed planes and Jurassic Park props – things 
like that!  And the mini-golf holes were chal-
lenging, too!  Anyway – we had fun!  Jim was 
the big winner, with a score of 61, followed by Dave, then Mark and 
coming in last, Sandy.  Check out the pix on our Facebook page.  See 
you in July when we visit there again!  

 

HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? May-
be that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains & 
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to in-
crease our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity 
– ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the horns 
and wrestle around with it! And, bonus – this would look good on 
your resume or annual job appraisal!  If you’d be interested in volun-
teering to be our Publicity person, contact Sandy at mandshal-
by@comcast.net!  
 
JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent 
activities and meetings and get to know some of your 
fellow Mensans via this popular social site!  It’s a 
“closed” group so you have to ask to join.  Search FB 
for “Plains & Peaks Mensa” and if you can’t find it, 
contact Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net.  
 
BLOGS AND WEBSITES:  If you have a blog or website that you think 
might interest other Mensans, send the link to Betsy at bo-
gan54@aol.com so she can put it here. 
 
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via 
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic news-
letter and correspondence.  It’s easy!  Either go to the American Men-
sa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences! 

Plains & Peaks Patter 

Mensa-versaries 

Michael Colgate 
Kenneth Connolley 
John Cox 
Arthur Evans 
Wetzel Howard 
Srinivasan Kudinoor 
Srikant Mantravadi 

Katharine McClellan 
Boyd Rodman 
Charles Simmons 
Damon Smithwick 
Janelle Watkins 
Robert Weaver 
Lotus Young 

http://www.us.mensa.org
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/63631361086/?ref=bookmarks
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Every year, I put out a plea for judges for the MERF Scholarship Essay 
Contest and each year, I have a few members of our local group who 
step up, use a few hours of their valuable time and read anywhere 
from 15 to 40 essays (550 words each).  They evaluate those essays 
according to a defined system – so many points for content, so many 
for grammar, so many for goal statement, etc.  After they are done, I 
compile those scores, select the winners in each category based on 
those scores, and submit those winners to the Regional Level. From 
there, Regional MERF judges read, evaluate, and score the essays 
which then get submitted to the National MERF judging level.   
 
Thank you to all our local judges who make this worthwhile program 
possible, as well as the regional and national judges. This year, we had 
one winner at the local level:  Brian Beem, who won the $600 Diana 
Mossip Scholarship award for our Local Group’s MERF Scholarship 
Essay Contest and one winner at the National level for the $2500 
Bertie Clark Scholarship:  Samuel Crawford.  Congratulations to both! 
 
Local Level Winning Essay—Brian Beem ($600 Diana Mossip Award):   
 
As a young child, I wanted to be everything. That is, every job I heard 
about interested me. I mostly wanted to be a veterinarian. At other 
times I wanted to be a chef, an architect, a bookkeeper, or a lawyer. 
There was so much to learn and it was all so very interesting. As a 
teenager the indecision translated into a near-paralyzing fear. I could 
not settle on a prospective major or school. Fear of making the wrong 
decision and setting the wrong goal led to making no decision. 
 
Rather than going to school, I worked, started a family and enlisted in 
the Army. It's odd, but I found the idea of military service less scary 
than choosing a career path. Though not a traditional education, the 
military definitely taught me a lot about myself and the world in gen-
eral. Most importantly for me, my experiences in the Army and family
-life taught me how to prioritize properly. 
 
Having my priorities organized showed me what was important in my 
life and helped me understand more about myself. I spent twenty 
years in military service to our country and had the opportunity to 
work in a very wide variety of positions. It gave me the insight I need-
ed to let me set solid goals for what to do both in the Army and after-
ward. 
 
Many of my counterparts moved on from their military service to 
work as contractors or with companies that are a part of the military 
industrial complex. This was not for me. For all the claims of "nation 
building" and "liberating", the military is about destruction at its core. 
While I do not normally wax philosophical, I felt that after spending 
twenty years breaking things, I wanted to spend the rest of my life 
building. I set my sights on going to school to become an engineer.  I 
am tenacious. Once I have set a goal in mind, I will work toward it 
relentlessly. I understand that plans can fall apart and there are al-
ways unforeseen obstacles. I have learned how to use be flexible and 
adapt to overcome hindrances. I started school and have been a dedi-
cated student. I have a space set apart in my home just for homework 
and studying in order to prevent myself from being distracted. I can-
not abide by a strict schedule due to my familial obligations, but I 
always make sure I give myself ample time for schoolwork and study-
ing. 
 
To me, choosing an appropriate goal has always felt like a restriction. 
It seemed like setting off down one path meant that I was eliminating 

MERF Scholarship Essay Contest Winners for our Local Group 

all others. It took maturity to realize that setting a goal, especially and 
educational one, opens paths. All my other choices are still there, but 
getting my degree will allow for even more opportunities. With my 
engineering degree I could work in aeronautics, construction, archi-
tecture, robotics, or almost any field. I am already volunteering with a 
couple organizations (one specializing in adaptive sports and the oth-
er helps military families) who are eager for me to complete my train-
ing so I can help them even more. At this point I admit that I am not 
wholly decided on my exact career, but it will be focused on creation 
in some way. 
 
National Level winning essay—Samuel Crawford ($2500 Bertie Clark 
Scholarship):   
 
It has been a long-term goal of mine to perform research in the topic 
of targeted drug delivery to combat viral infections and utilization of 
viruses in treatment of disease. As a student of engineering I am both 
taught and naturally inclined to utilize the principles and knowledge 
of mathematics and science to solve practical, but complex, problems 
that we face in our daily lives. One such problem, which has intrigued 
me since childhood, is how to combat pathogenic infection caused by 
viral pathogens. Mankind has had potent and effective antibiotics, 
fungicides, and other such medicines for decades to combat non-viral 
pathogens. Despite that, in our modern era of technology, we lack 
simple pharmaceutical options to deal with everything from HIV and 
Ebola to the common cold. It is thus my goal to research how certain 
families of virus work, where we can interfere with their processes of 
infection, how we can interfere with them, and how we can go for-
ward in utilizing that knowledge to cure diseases they cause. Once the 
viruses that plague us are understood and a viable option for treating 
the illnesses they cause is established, I would like to look at how we 
can exploit viruses to cure other disease.  For example, viruses are 
already being explored as a vector for use in gene therapy and hyper-
thermia therapy for cancer treatment. Their unique traits, when 
properly understood and utilized, have unbridled potential for use in 
treatment methods across the medical world. 
 
The first step I took in realizing my goal was pursuing a degree in 
chemical engineering. Chemical engineering will provide me with the 
fundamental problem solving and research skills of an engineer along 
with the in-depth knowledge of chemistry and biology that will be 
necessary for the research into viruses and pharmaceuticals. Since 
starting my degree, I have been granted a position as an undergradu-
ate researcher in the lab of one of the chemical engineering profes-
sors on campus. His lab is focused on drug delivery and is currently 
researching biodegradable copolymers and the reproducible synthesis 
of nanoparticles for use in inhaled, pulmonary drug delivery methods 
for the treatment of lung cancer. Working as an undergraduate re-
searcher in this lab is providing me with valuable experience in a re-
search lab and concentrated exposure to techniques and topics of 
biomedical engineering which will be the focus of my research goal 
stated previously. In the future I will continue to work as a researcher 
in this lab as I transition to graduate school. I plan to attain a master's 
degree in chemical engineering and a doctoral degree in either chemi-
cal engineering or biomedical engineering. Those degrees will provide 
me the educational foundation and qualifications to pursue biomedi-
cal research and development professionally. My professional career 
will then be entirely dedicated to fulfilling my goal of understanding 
viral pathogens, developing pharmaceutical cures for the illnesses 
they cause, and utilizing the viruses to advance other medical treat-
ment options. 



BurgerQuest 
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Trivia/Cryptogram Answers 

WAY DOWN SOUTH 
 

BurgerQuest traveled to the Broadmoor Town Center for a re-
evaluation of Larkburger, last visited November 9, 2014. That’s quite a 
journey south for your Monument-dwelling host, but one of our 
members from Canon City wrote “This sounds too good to pass up, 
and it’s on MY side of Colorado Springs!” We (Al, Brian, Chris, Doug, 
George, Henry, Janet, Jim, KC, Linda, Phyllis, Robin, Scott, and Srikant) 
were glad to welcome her (Debi) and hope she attends more of our 
events. We were fortunate to get tables along the wall that we could 
push together, so all 15 of us were able to sit together. There weren’t 
an awful lot of choices for burgers on the menu, but our folks general-
ly liked them a lot. 
 
Comments: “Onion rings were superb. Many frozen onion rings use a 
cornmeal coating to keep them from freezing together, none of that 
here.”, “The burger was cooked to perfection. The tots were crunchy 
on the outside and tender on the inside.”, “Surprised only 3 burgers 
as choices.” Ratings (to the nearest half point) were: 
 

 Hamburger and Toppings  4.5 
 Service   4.0 
 Cleanliness  4.0 
 Side dishes  4.5 
 Value for price  4.0 
 Atmosphere  3.5 

 
BurgerQuest usually has a guest host in July, since you host tries to 
get to as many Annual Gatherings as possible (but unfortunately can 
attend only one per year!). This year, however, since the second Sun-
day falls on the 14th of July, your host will be a guest of our Guest 
Host, Scott M. And as promised last month, we’ll be visiting a venue in 
Woodland Park on July 14th. Judges Char-Grill, 108 E. Midland Ave 
(Hwy 24) between N. Fairview and N. Park Streets is a family-owned 
restaurant in the heart of Woodland Park. As you arrive from Colora-
do Springs, it will be on your right one block past the stoplight at Pizza 
Hut and the library. Phone is 719-687-8155.They have a nice website 
at www.judgeschargrill.com, complete with a link to their menu with 
over a dozen burgers and a good selection of toppings.  
 
Let Scott know if you plan to attend. He has arranged for us to have a 
private room for our get-together. Contact him at rockymt-
niq@yahoo.com . Sometimes attending is a last minute decision, but 
don’t worry. We’ll do our best to fit you in. Be sure to bring along the 
rug rats; BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event. 

Trivia 
1.    One, Alan Shepard 

2.    Three; missions 11, 12 & 14. 

3.    1.5 inches (3.82 cm) per year 

4. Neil Armstrong, he was selected in 1962, his military career  

        ended in 1960. 

5.    82, Buzz Aldrin is now 89, Michael Collins is now 88 

6.    Jim Lovell, Apollo 8 & 13 

7. John Young (10 & 16), Eugene Cernan (10 & 17), both walked  

        on the moon on their second trip. 

8.    Moon, Luna, Selene 

9.    841.6 pounds (381.8 kg) 

10. Trees grown from seeds carried on the Apollo 14 mission to  

       test if weightlessness affected the seeds. 

 
Cryptogram 
"It is not necessary to understand things in order to argue about 
them."    ~De Beaumarchais's Motto 

WELCOME: 
Lee Estep and David Walker, who are 
moving into our local area. Hello and 
welcome to our group! 
 
Katryna Reese, who just joined Mensa. 
Welcome!  

Welcome 

& 

Farewell 

http://www.judgeschargrill.com
mailto:rockymtniq@yahoo.com
mailto:rockymtniq@yahoo.com


choices!  RSVP by July 13th (or earlier) by e-mailing Scott at rockymt-
niq@yahoo.com.  Be sure to RSVP so you can be notified of last-
minute plan changes. And, bring the rug-rats; BurgerQuest is a kid-
friendly event. 

Tuesday, July 16th, 6pm:  Trivial Pursuits.  We’re playing Show-down, 
a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at Old Chica-
go’s North, 7115 Commerce Center Dr. (off I-25 and Woodman Road). 
They may have the old-style players, but we’ll check them out any-
way! We’re drinking some adult bever-
ages (optional) and noshing on wings 
and other Old Chicago specialty foods 
like pizza and calzones! The actual 
game starts at 6:30 p.m. but if you want a game player you probably 
should get there earlier! Call, text, or e-mail Al (719-291-8749 or 
alackerson@msn.com) to let him know you’ll be there. 
 
Friday, July 19th, 6pm: Movie Night!  Special treat this month!  
We’re going to see “Quigley Down Under” starring Tom Selleck, Alan 
Rickman, and Laura San Giacomo.  Here’s the basic storyline:  Sharp-
shooter Matt Quigley is hired from Wyoming by an Australian rancher 
paying a very high price.  But, when Quigley arrives Down Under, all is 
not as it seems!  [BTW - Rotten Tomatoes Audience score is 73%; 
IMDB is 6.9.  Lots of reviewers rated this in their top 5 Westerns!]   
Just as in the past, we’ll have a short feature before 
the main movie (probably a cartoon and/or Benny Hill 
episode!) along with food. The Coopers are hosting 
this event and supplying the food, but you’ll need to 
bring what you want to drink! The movie will be rated 
PG and children are invited, too! Please RSVP by 
Wednesday, July 17th, to shedonist@cooperplace.net or 719-646-
4456. The Coopers live at 1105 Bowstring Road, Monument.  
 
Saturday, July 20th, 9am:  Mensa Hike.  Let’s explore someplace new 
in July – how about Spruce Mountain Open Space? Never heard of it?  
Well, that sounds like a place for us to check out!  Spruce Mountain 
Open Space is north of Palmer Lake and is a relatively new. We’ll meet  
at the Spruce Mountain Trailhead, 13415 Spruce Mountain Road. The 
easiest way from Colorado Springs is head to Palmer Lake and go 
north out of town. On the north edge of town, where the road forks, 
Highway 105 is the left fork – that’s NOT the one you want. Take the 
road to the right – that’s Spruce Mountain Road.  Go  
a little over 2 miles and the trailhead parking is on 
the left. (If you cross Noe Road, you’ve gone too far 
– turn around.)  We’ll meet at Sandy’s car – she has 
a red Ford Explorer (with the Mensa logo on the 
back). We’re hitting the trail promptly at 9am, so 
you might want to arrive earlier to locate Sandy and 
get your hat/water/etc. ready!  Bring sun block and water, too!   
 
Sunday, July 21st, 10am:  Random Events – Dragonmans!  Ever won-
der about that noisy place out east?  You know, the one with all the 
guns?  We'll venture out to Dragonmans for two and half hours of 
what started out as one man’s personal collection to what is now 
known as the best privately owned military collection in the country. 
The tour is guided by the collector himself. The museum covers histo-
ry and unique items from WWI up to the war in Afghanistan. Exhibits 
include Nazi/ Holocaust rooms, Normandy, Korean War, Vietnam, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan War, medic displays, machine gun bunkers with 
live guns and ammo, hundreds of firearms, over 1100 uniformed man-
nequins, and 92 running military vehicles. There's also a 1950’s era 
Elvis & classic car collection including gas pumps, bicycles and much, 
much more at the end.  Meet fellow Mensans at 9:45 at the entrance 

Friday, July 5th, Time TBA:  Plains & Peaks Gifted Youth Event at the 
Mensa AG in Phoenix!  For those attending the Mensa AG in Phoe-
nix, meet up with Srikant for a Plains & Peak Gifted Youth event 
there!  Please contact Srikant directly to coordinate the time.  BTW - 
Gifted Youth Events are open to all our Plains & Peaks members and 
families – children do not have to be Mensa members to participate!  
If you have questions, please contact Srikant Mantravadi,  sri-
kant_mantravadi@yahoo.com; or call 719-352-5074. 
 
Friday, July 5th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure Colorado Springs:  It’s 
July – so we’re sticking to tradition and visiting Brewer’s Republic at 
112 N Nevada Ave at the same time as GITBP at Mensa AG in Phoe-

nix!  Brewer’s Republic offers over 20 rotating taps of 
the best craft beers available, plus a selection of cans 
and specialty bombers.  They have a great food 
menu, too!  Additional note:   Rumors are that Brew-
er’s Republic is currently up for sale, so anything can 
happen. If they happen to be closed, let's go a few 
blocks away to Oskar Blues, 118 N Tejon St. 

 Remember, if you have an idea or new pub , let Sean know! By email: 
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, by cell: (719) 651-6706. 
 
Friday, July 5th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure Phoenix:  It’s July – so 
we’re sticking to tradition and visiting a pub at the Mensa AG loca-
tion!  Sean’s still looking into places near the Mensa AG spot (which 
may even be meeting up at a bar in the hotel), but we’ll be doing 
GITBP simultaneously with the GITBP in Colorado Springs!   AG 
Attendees:  watch your e-mails for the location!   
 
Saturday, July 6th, 10am: Caffeine Conundrum. 
We’re headed over to Old Colorado City to visit 
Carnelian Coffee, located at 2428 W Colorado Ave. 
They've gotten strong reviews since they opened - 
and rate 4.7 (out of 5) on Google.  Remember, if 
you hear of a new coffee place, let John know by 
phone (719) 571-0471or e-mail: jarofberts@gmail.com.  
 
Wednesday, July 10th, 6pm:  Mini-Golf!  Let’s meet up at the Lost 
Island Fun Center, 1825 Dominion Way, right off N. Academy and 

Dublin, near Whistle Pig Brewery, the Dublin 
House bar, and Rock City Café.  The prices for 
18 holes of Mini Golf are $6 adults/$5 Kids and 
seniors.  BTW – they also have Go-Karts: $7 for 
10 laps for adults, about the same for kids.  We 
might have to start a race car monthly event? 

This is a family-friendly event – and lots of fun!  
 
Saturday, July 13th, 9:30am:  In Search of Eggsellence.  Have you 
done any good deeds lately?  If so, you'll want to 
come out to the Good Karma Cafe, 110 Canon 
Ave, in Manitou Springs and reap your reward.  
The Good Karma Cafe offers karma bowls and a 
variety of other intriguing menu items.  Call, text, 
or e-mail Al (719--291-8749 or alackerson@msn.com) to RSVP. 
 

Sunday, July 14th, 1pm:  BurgerQuest 2019-07.  
We’re headed up to Woodland Park for BurgerQuest 
in July.  BurgerQuest Guest Host Scott is meeting us 
at Judge’s Char-Grill, 104 E. Midland Ave (Hwy 24), in 
the heart of Woodland Park.  Check out their website 

at www.judgeschargrill.com for information and 

July Events 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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3 4 
 

RSVP 
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Conundrum 

5 
5:00 PM 

Give In To 
Beer Pressure  

@  
Brewer’s Republic 

AG Events 
(details Page 6) 

6 
 

10:00 AM 
Caffeine 

Conundrum @  
Carnelian Coffee 

7 
 

8 9 
 

10 
6:00 PM 

Mini-Golf 
@ Lost Island 

Fun Center 

11 
 

RSVP  
In Search Of 
Eggsellence 

12 
 

13 
9:30 AM 

In Search of 
Eggsellence @ 

Good Karma Cafe 
 

RSVP 
BurgerQuest 

14   
1:00PM 

BurgerQuest  
@ 

Judge’s Char Grill 

15 16 
6:00 PM 

Trivial Pursuits 
@ 

Old Chicago’s 

17 

RSVP  
Movie Night 

 
RSVP 

Random Events 

18 
 

19 
 

6:00 PM 
Movie Night @ 

The Coopers 

20 
9:00 AM 

Mensa Hike 
@ 

Spruce Mountain 
Open Space 

 

21 
10:00 AM 

Random Events 
Tour of 

Dragonmans 

22 
 

24 
 

20 
 

25 
 
 

26 
 

27 
 

3:00 PM 
Mountain 
Munchies 

@ RC’s 

28 
 

29 30 31 
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to Dragonmans, 1200 Dragonman Drive.  Go east on Rte. 94 and turn 
left at Curtis Road.  You can't miss it.  Call, text, or e-mail Al (719-291-
8749 or alackerson@msn.com) to let him know you’ll be there! 
 
Saturday, July 27, 3pm-ish:  Mountain Munchies at RC’s!  We’re 
going to RC and Connie’s house in Florissant for our annual BBQ. 
Arrival time is 3 to 4pm (although early arrival is not discouraged) 
and we’ll start eating around 5pm. RC will have brats on the BBQ (or 
bring your own meat) and George Cooper will provide pulled pork. 
RC’s world-famous chili will still be featured. 
Bring your favorite beverage and a side dish. 
The traditional trivia quiz is still alive and the 
winner will receive another insignificant 
prize. RC and Connie live at 122 Badger Trail, 
a few miles north of Florissant. All details 
subject to Ma Natures whim. RC’s number is: 
(719) 748-1413. Allergy alert – cats in house, various furred and 
feathered critters outside, vegetation inside and outside. Political 
discussion is allowed IF approved 90 days prior to the event. 

July Events, continued 
Advance Notice:  Friday, August 2nd, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure.  
For August we will visit Lost Friend Brewing which opened in April of 
this year, after two years of work. They have already proven them-
selves to be valuable members of the Colorado Springs craft beer 
community, and their grasp of the art of anticipation has proven mas-
terful. Lost Friend Brewing is at 2458 Montebello Square Drive. 
 
Advance Notice:  Saturday, August 3rd, 10am: Caffeine Conundrum.  
Everybody hopes for some Good Karma and in August, we’re going to 
get some at Good Karma Café!  Let’s check out their coffee while 
we’re charging our chakras – they’re at 110 Cañon Avenue in Manitou 
Springs.  Remember, if you hear of a new coffee place, let John know 
by phone (719) 571-0471or e-mail: jarofberts@gmail.com.  
 
Advance Notice:  Tuesday, August 6th, 6:30pm:  ExComm Meeting 
and Dinner.  Let’s meet at the Lemongrass Bistro, 6840 N Academy 
Blvd, for a bite of some of the best Vietnamese cuisine in town. !  This 
is our business meeting, but all members and guests are invited. RSVP 
to Sandy 528-5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net  

mailto:alackerson@msn.com
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net


Mensa® is an international organization consisting of peo-
ple who have scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is 
non-profit and has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose 
of Mensa is to serve as a means of communication for its members 
and to foster intelligence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of 
Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any 
opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are 
those of the individual contributor or of the editor. The appearance of 
any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely event occur, in 
PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of products, ser-
vices, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains & Peaks 
Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa Internation-
al. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent Office as the collective 
mark of an international membership organization. 
 
PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa 
Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. 
All material within is copyright©2019 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, ex-
cept where otherwise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009 
by Betsy Ogan. Subscriptions are $6.00 (11 monthly issues) for non-
Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the Plains&Peaks 
local group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served 
basis with a SASE. 
 
Editorial Policy: W e (delir iously) w elcom e your letters, 
articles, poems, artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeak-
ing should be the ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be 
emailed if possible. If previously published, please include where and 
when. MS Word , RTF, and plain text formats are especially encour-
aged for articles, JPG or GIF for artwork. Equations should be type-

set with MS Equation Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author 
and submitted by surface mail is also welcome. Handwritten items 
may be accepted, but we cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. 
The editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with 
the editor about other acceptable media and formats. Artwork will be 
reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or photo-
graphs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted 
material and to edit as necessary.  
 
Note to Contributors: By contr ibuting m ater ial to Plains 
and Peaks Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be 
published in both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter ar-
chives. You MAY withhold your name, email address, or any other 
address; simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publica-
tions may reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and 
PlainsPeaking are credited and the material is not individually 
copyrighted. Note to Reprinting Editors: A courtesy copy indicating 
the material reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeak-
ing Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-
5696.  Letters and emails to the Editor will not be published without 
the author’s permission. 
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