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LocSec Lowdown
Hello, Peaksters! Huzzah! We’re back to
three dogs! Mike and I adopted a Golden
Retriever from Golden Retriever Rescue of the
Rockies (GRRR – how cute can you get?). His
name is Cooper T and he’s getting along
splendidly with Chance and Otis C. Chance is
having a lot of fun playing with the pup (who
is around 8 months old), but Chance makes
sure the new dog knows who the Boss Dog is!
Mike and I are wondering daily “what were
we thinking?” Having a young dog again is
just as stressful now as it was years ago when
we had our last puppy! Anyway, Cooper T is a
lot of work but a lot of fun, too! Yet I’m still
hoping to add a Newfoundland (or two) to the
pack! I keep watching the rescue lines – the
right dog will come along at the right time.
I attended the Region 7 Leadership Development Workshop (LDW) in June up in Fort Collins. Our RVC7 Rich Olcott did a really great
job setting up the one-day program that covered LocSec duties, Mensa money management, recruiting and retaining members, PR
tips, using the Internet to our advantage, and
volunteerism. Even though I’ve been involved
with Mensa leadership at the local level for
years, I learned a lot at this LDW! I also got to
meet some contemporaries from western
Colorado, Wyoming, and North Dakota.
A couple of notes from the meeting … one
quote that I actually wrote down was directed
to all of us – “Make it your own organization.”
Participate in an event. If you have an idea
for an event, let someone know or better yet,
set it up. Get to know your fellow Mensans –
come to more than just one event. If you’re a
“lurker” – lurk until you feel more comfortable speaking up. But give it chance and come!
“Make it your own organization.”

Another thing that came out at the LDW –
something we all need to do (myself included)
is go to the Mensa website and update our
personal information, especially the Personal
Areas of Interest. Just log into the American
Mensa website (www.us.mensa.org) and on
the far right is My Mensa. Go to My Membership Profile and see if everything’s up to date!
Especially My Demographics – I’ll be using
that to try to get programs that match interests for our members!

two to attend – you’re more than welcome at
any of them!
We’re also conducting Mensa Admissions
Testing in July, so if you know of someone
who might want to test for Mensa membership, have him/her contact me!
Well, that’s about all I can think of for now …
Hope to see you soon!

We did talk about little about Mensa Connect
– which is a new thing American Mensa has
come up with to help communication between members.
You can register for
“communities” via Mensa Connect and join in
conversations. I have not set up a Local Group
Community for Plains and Peaks Mensa yet –
something else on my To-Do list! You can log
into Mensa Connect via the American Mensa
website – just look under My Mensa and use
your Mensa log-in and password.

~Sandy
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What’s Up In Our Region
Rich Olcott
Regional Vice Chair
Heartland Region 7
RVC7@us.mensa.org

720-390-7889

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers
Sandy Halby (LocSec/President)
6066 Del Rey Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80918
719-528-5483
mandshalby@comcast.net
Chris Cooper (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership)
1105 Bowstring Rd.
Monument, CO 80132-8595
(719-646-4456)
Shedonist@Cooperplace.net

July – such a great month for celebrations. Independence Day, of
course, though it won’t be as glorious as usual if you’re in one of our
drought areas. The Mensa Annual Gathering is itself a celebration.
Add to that MERF announcing the winners of our Scholarship Essay
Competition. This year the 179 winners garnered a total of more
than $130,000 in awards. Sorry, I can’t list the individual winners here
but I can applaud all the Local Group Scholarship chairs, their teams
of judges, and our Regional chair Jane Cosper and her team of judges.
Thanks to your efforts, all twelve Local Groups in our Region have a
winner of a Diana Mossip Memorial Scholarship in their area.

George Cooper (treasurer)
1105 Bowstring Rd.
Monument, CO 80132-8595

But there’s more...

Mid-America Mensa has the winner of the Kuhnel Scholarship;

North Dakota Mensa has the winner of the North Dakota Mensa
Scholarship;

High Mountain Mensa has the winner of the Mark J Glancey &
John G Gray LGBT Scholarship;

Central Iowa Mensa also has two more winners: the Foundation
Trustee Scholarship and the Central Iowa Mensa Scholarship;

Denver Mensa also has two more winners: the Grosswirth-Salny
Scholarship and the Denver Mensa Scholarship; and

Peaks and Plains Mensa also has two more winners, the Don and
Virginia Prince Scholarship and the Harper Fowley - Isolated M
Scholarship

Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor)
1061 Hummingbird Ct.
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-481-1199
Bogan54@aol.com

Full details will be in an upcoming issue of The Bulletin. Well done,
essayists, and best wishes for your upcoming academic year.
As I write this half of our Local Groups have one or more representatives registered for The Nuts And Bolts of ExComm, the June Leadership Development Workshop in Fort Collins. Here’s the list of presentations and sharing sessions we’ve got planned:

LocSec Tradecraft (LocSec Basics)

Follow The Money (Local Group Finance)

R&R (recruiting and retaining members)

The Five W’s (PR for Mensa)

Exploiting The Internet (social media and more)

Perks And Recreation (engaging the membership)
If the attendees generate the high-energy feedback I’ve come to expect, the 20-21 July workshop in Omaha will be even better. If you’re
now an officer or are considering becoming an officer in one of our
eastern LGs, now’s the time to make hotel reservations (on us) by
calling 402-504-9444 and asking for “the Mensa Leadership block.”

- Rich Olcott
Page 2

719-646-4456
gcooper@cooperplace.net
Srikant Mantravadi (Gifted Youth Coordinator)
6433 Jules Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80923
(719) 352-5074
srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com

Windy Adoretti (Webmaster)
1465 Stella Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-201-4743

windy@adoretti.com
Al Ackerson (Past President)
5102 Galley Road, #430AW
Colorado Springs, CO 80915
719-465-3747
Alackerson@msn.com

Cryptogram
“TJW NOJJTQ QIUJR GWZZ,

ZTKW GWZZ, CZWWY GWZZ,
UF TJW IOC JTQ LUJWL GWZZ”
~ KUHXUJUO GTTZF

Trivia

by RC Timm

United States History

Plains & Peaks Patter
If you have an announcement or news item, please forward it to
PlainsPeaking Editor Betsy Ogan (bogan54@aol.com) for inclusion in
PlainsPeaking! And, don’t forget, you can advertise your business in
PlainsPeaking. The current rates are: business card size $6, quarter
page $10, half page $25 and full page $50.
GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking
newsletter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to
Betsy at bogan54@aol.com . If you have a blog or website that you
think might interest other Mensans, send the link to Betsy at bogan54@aol.comso she can put it here.

1.

Which state is the birthplace of the most U.S. presidents?

2.

What distinction does Washington’s 2nd inaugural address hold?

3.

Who was the first woman to be a U.S. president's wife and
a president's mother?

4.

How many men signed the Declaration of Independence?

5.

How many signers of the Declaration of Independence survived
the Revolutionary War?

6.

What was the first Confederate state to be readmitted to the
Union after the Civil War?

JUNE TRIVIAL PURSUITS! Smaller turnout in June with only four
Plains & Peaks Mensa members playing a round of Buzztime Trivia at
Buffalo Wild Wings. Sandy was in the lead for most of the game, but
then an interloper came forward and
stomped us! And, it wasn’t even Carlos
or Valtin! Anyway, in the end Sandy
finished second, with Mark third, Al
fourth and Mike at sixth. Why not come out for the fun next month?
Check the calendar for date/time and RSVP info!
JUNE MINI-GOLF: Huzzah!! Five Mensans
tried out a new course in June – Legends MiniGolf – and they enjoyed it so much, we’re going
back there in July! In June, Dave, Wayne and
Mark squared off against Jennie-Jo and Linda,
with Wayne the big winner! Holes-in-one:
Dave and Wayne! Please join us for this family-friendly, fun event!
HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? Maybe that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains &
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to increase our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity
– ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the horns
and wrestle around with it! And, bonus – this would look good on
your resume or annual job appraisal! If you are interested, contact
Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net!

7. How much did the U.S. pay to purchase Alaska?
8. What was the Teapot Dome Scandal?
9. How long did the Pony Express operate?
10. Each state has a state tree, what is the national tree?

Is there any holiday that does not have a mattress sale?

Mensa-versaries
Michael Colgate
Kenneth Connolley
Stephen Copp
Arthur Evans
Wetzel Howard
Srinivasan Kudinoor
Srikant Mantravadi

Boyd Rodman
Charles Simmons
Damon Smithwick
Janelle Watkins
Robert Weaver
Lotus Young

JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent
activities and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans
via this popular social site! It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to
join. Search FB for “Plains & Peaks Mensa.”
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic newsletter and correspondence. It’s easy! Either go to the American Mensa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences!
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BurgerQuest
BURGERQUEST: THE CRYSTOLA ROADHOUSE EXPERIENCE
We traveled a bit further than usual to get to our June BurgerQuest
destination, up Ute Pass nearly to Woodland Park to the Crystola Bar
and Grill, but it was worth the drive. Almost all of us have driven past
the Crystola Bar and Grill on our way to Woodland Park, but few have
stopped to look inside. It’s a ROADHOUSE, and even the waiters refer
to it as such. Christine, Genesis, George, Janet, JJ, KC, Lance, Robin,
Selah, Solomon, Srikant, and Wayne had a look around the place,
which was divided into a dance hall section, a bar, and the restaurant
area where we had our burgers.
Comments: “I had fish & chips. Fish was greasy. For a roadhouse, service was OK.”, “Angry server. Not very clean. Far from C-springs.”,
“Wild variation in cooking doneness. Sauce overwhelming.”
To be fair, your host noticed the server was gruff, but seemed friendly. Also, your host asked for medium-rare and got a VERY rare burger.
Numeric evaluations were (to the nearest half point):
Hamburger and Toppings
Service
Cleanliness
Side dishes
Value for price
Atmosphere

3.5
3.5
3.0
3.5
4.0
4.0

Ryan P Mielke
David T Hightower
Arthur Evans
Julia Ann Hargrove
Srikant Mantravadi
John Roberts
Gregory Culbreth
Roberta Cordova
David Niedringhaus
Theodore J Thompson
Gregory Bloss
Loree Czarnecki
William Fitzpatrick
John Ridge
William C Bricking

July 2
July 4
July 5
July 7
July 11
July 14
July 14
July 16
July 17
July 17
July 20
July 20
July 24
July 30
July 31

NOTE: If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that information is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters. To check your
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa
(1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and under Member
Resources, select the PDQ section.

Trivia/Cryptogram Answers

We’ve had several good suggestions about where to hold meetings in
the past, and the July meeting will be the result of a truly splendid
suggestion. Wayne proposed that perhaps the best burgers are the
ones you make yourself, so he will be hosting the July 8th event at his
own house. Grills will be available; burgers, buns, and condiments will
be provided by Plains & Peaks; and you’ll get to sign up for a side dish
to bring. Beer will be provided, but if you’d like soft drinks or wine or
something else, you’ll need to bring it.
To be sure we don’t end up with ten bags of chips and nothing else,
please phone Wayne or JJ to tell them what you’d like to bring. We’ll
need salad, potato salad, cole slaw, perhaps a watermelon, deviled
eggs, something else you might suggest, and of course, chips and dips.
Wayne and JJ’s address is 9908 Paonia Park Place, Colorado Springs
80924 (near Powers and Briargate Parkway) 719-495-0433.
The hosts will keep a sign-up list to be sure not too many duplications
occur. Please RSVP by July 7th. As in the past, we really appreciate
letting us know who and how many will attend, (this time even more
so because of the side dish sign-up), but come anyway even if you
forget to RSVP. This event will be perfect for kids; be sure to bring the
cookie crumblers.
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MERF Scholarship Contest
Each year, I put out a plea for judges for the MERF (Mensa Education
and Research Foundation) Scholarship Essay Contest and each year, I
have a few members of our local group who step up, use a few hours
of their valuable time and read anywhere between 15 and 40 essays
(500 words each). They evaluate those essays according to a defined
system –points for content, grammar, goal statement, etc. After they
are done, I compile those scores, select the winners in each category
based on those scores and submit those winners to the Regional Level. From there, Regional MERF judges read, evaluate, and score the
essays, which then are submitted to the National MERF judges.
I’m thrilled that for the first time since I can remember, we have three
MERF winners. We always get one scholarship awarded at the local
level, but two of our Plains & Peaks Mensa submissions won National
Scholarship level awards. In this newsletter, we’re publishing the
Diana Mossip Memorial Scholarship winner’s essay; we’ll be publishing the other two in the next couple of months. BTW – MERF Scholarship Essay Contest is not limited to MENSA members – it’s open to the
public. Our group notifies all colleges and high schools in our local
area when the contest begins.
Another thing about the MERF Scholarship Essay Contest is that there
are over 20 different categories of awards. Nineteen Restricted National Awards such as the Sylvia Scholarship ($600) for a woman pursuing a degree in the Natural Sciences or Mathematics and the Carol
Martinez Scholarship ($2,500) restricted to the field of Information
Technology, plus three Unrestricted National Awards, four Unrestricted Regional Awards, two Unrestricted Local Awards, and two Mensa
only awards.
As you can see, the MERF Scholarship Essay Contest is one of the best
activities we can participate in as a local group. Please support our
MERF effort this coming year. If you can volunteer to judge at the
local, regional, or even national level, let me know!
Plains & Peaks Mensa participated in the 2017-2018 MERF Scholarship Essay Contest. We had three scholarship winners and we’ll publish each one over the next three months. The winner of the Diana
Mossip Memorial Scholarship, awarded to the best essay in each local
group worth $600, is Megan Barney of Colorado Springs. Her winning
essay is on this page. Congratulations to Megan!

Sandy Halby
Plains & Peaks Mensa MERF Scholarship Chair

Welcome
&
Farewell
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FAREWELL:
Michael Dodson, who was in our group a short
time. Good luck to you!

Local MERF Scholarship
Winner—Megan Barney
More than anything in the world, I love to help others. My passion to
help people has significantly influenced my decision to pursue my
goal of becoming a trauma surgeon. I cannot think of a more profound way to help someone than by saving their life, so, naturally,
that's what I want to spend my time doing. My resolve to pursue this
path started at an early age, and I have already taken several strides
toward achieving it.
Ever since I was young, I have spent countless days taking care of my
mother whenever she has been sick. She's struggled with health problems my whole life and I have spent much of my childhood in hospitals and emergency rooms with her. I have seen everything from infections, arthritis, and kidney stones, to depression and anxiety, to
broken bones, hernias, pancreatitis, hemiplegic migraines, and more. I
have been there to take care of her through the surgeries, medicines,
treatments, and side effects. I have been by her side through appointments, procedures, and recovery. Doing this fueled my initial passion
for helping people. It has also provided me with ample opportunities
to help me on my journey of becoming a surgeon. I have taken it upon
myself to become educated on my mom's conditions; I do a lot of
research on my own, and I ask a myriad of questions to my mom's
medical caretakers. The nights of research and meetings full of inquiry
have vastly increased my medical knowledge and experience, one of
the many strides I have taken to get ahead.
In addition, I have taken steps to ensure I get the best education possible for medicine; I have jumped at any opportunity that could help
me achieve my goal. In June 2017, I attended the Congress of Future
Medical Leaders, led by the National Academy of Future Physicians
and Medical Scientists. I was selected for "outstanding grades, leadership potential, and determination to serve humanity in the field of
medicine." I also had the honor of receiving a National Award of Excellence from the academy. At school, I have chosen academic courses based on criterion needed to become a doctor. I have especially
focused on math and science, taking classes such as AP Calculus, AP
Statistics, Honors Chemistry, Honors Physics, AP Psychology, AP Biology, Honors Anatomy, and Honors Medical Explorations. This rigorous
curriculum has prepared me for success in college.
Furthermore, I plan to become certified as an EMT this summer so I
can start getting experience in the emergency medical field.
Continuing my education standards into undergrad, I have selected
my top choice schools mainly based on their medical programs. I plan
to work extremely hard in college, on a pre-med track, doing my best
to earn exceptional grades and outstanding MCAT scores, to get into a
prestigious medical school. Once there, I will work to be matched to a
top surgical residency and then fellowship program. Through it all, I
will never stop pushing myself to become an extraordinary surgeon.
Helping people is my passion, and I want to do it for the rest of my
life. I know I will succeed because I have an unwavering determination and drive to improve the world by helping others, and I will not
stop until I reach my goal.
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July Events
Wednesday, July 4th, 5:30pm: Red, WHITE and Blue 4th of July! Let’s
have a real Red, WHITE and Blue 4th of July! Wayne and Jennie-Jo
White (get it?) are hosting a 4th of July party! Festivities start at
5:30pm on the 4th of July (although early or late
arrivals are welcome too!). The Whites will provide
the brats and dogs … as well as the beer! BYO for
all other drinks! Bring something to share if convenient; but there will be lots of eats, so come
anyway. If you have some notion of what you’ll be
bringing to share, let Wayne know to help ensure
they don’t end up with 20 of one thing and 0 of something else. Depending on fire danger, we may be able to see some fireworks over
the rooftops. The Whites live at 9908 Paonia Park Pl (near Powers
and Briargate Blvd). Please RSVP to Wayne (waynewhite@q.com; 719
-495-0433) so he can make sure there’s enough meat - but even if you
don’t RSVP – come anyway!!
Friday, July 6th, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure. It’s July - so that
means we’re visiting Brewer’s Republic at 112 N Nevada Ave! Brewer’s Republic went through some tough times recently, but the folks who run Cerberus took over and
they’re back on their feet! There’s a new menu for us
to check out, too! Remember, if you have an idea or
new pub for Give In To Beer Pressure, let Sean know!
By email: sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org,
by cell phone: (719) 651-6706.
Saturday, July 7th, 10am: Caffeine Conundrum. When you were in
school, did you ever get sent to The Principal’s Office’s? Undoubtedly
it was because something bad you did! In this case,
however, being send to The Principal’s Office is a
very good thing! Let’s get our weekend started off
with some fresh, seasonal coffee and perhaps a
pastry from the co-located Old School Bakery. The
Principal’s Office is located at 1604 South Cascade
in the old Ivywild School. Remember, if you hear of a new coffee
place, let John know by phone (719) 571-0471or e-mail:
jarofberts@gmail.com.
Saturday, July 7th, 6pm: RSVP for BurgerQuest. “The best burgers
are ones you make yourself.” So – we’re giving that try in July! Please
see the BurgerQuest article in this newsletter for details!!
Sunday, July 8th, 1pm: BurgerQuest! “The best burgers are ones you
make yourself.” So – we’re giving that try in July! Please see the BurgerQuest article on Page 4!! We’re meeting at Wayne and JJ’s home
at 9908 Paonia Park Place, Colorado Springs 80924.
RSVP by yesterday or before, by phoning Wayne or
JJ at 719-495-0433 so we can coordinate the side
dish you’ll bring. Even if you don’t RSVP, come anyway, we’ll make room. Be sure to bring the cookiecrumblers, BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event.
Monday, July 9th, 6:30pm: ExComm Meeting and Dinner. Let’s keep
it light in July with a visit to Modern Market Farm Fresh Eatery at
1765 Briargate Parkway, Suite 807. They claim to “cook using simple,
whole ingredients that come from farms, not factories” and make
most things from scratch (including salad dressings and pizza.) If you
are any particular diet (like vegan, celiac, paleo, raw, south beach,
high carb, low carb, and also low GCI) they can accommodate with

their selection of salads,
toasted sandwiches, brick
oven pizza, homemade soups,
plates and sides and grain
bowls! Join us for a short (very short) business meeting and then
dinner! If you get the chance, let Sandy know you’ll be there
(mandshalby@comcast.net or call 719-528-5483).
Wednesday, July 11th, 5:30pm: Mini-Golf! The new course worked
out so well in June, we’re revisiting it in July!! Let’s meet up at Legends Miniature Golf (6655 Dalby Drive, just off Dublin and Powers).
Legends Miniature Golf offers three different 18-hole miniature golf
courses: World Wonders, Animal Kingdom, and Western Frontier.
This is a family-friendly event and the cost for
18 challenging holes is only $6 for adults, $5 for
kids and seniors! Winner will be declared the
Plains & Peaks Mini-golf Champion … and can
keep that title until the next time we go minigolfing! NOTE: In case of inclement weather,
we’ll move to the indoor course at Chapel Hills Mall. Watch your email if the weather is questionable! (Or call Sandy at 719-528-5483!)
Saturday, July 14th, 10am: Mensa Admissions Testing Session. Got a
friend or family member you’re sure is “Mensa material”? We’ll be
holding Mensa Admissions Testing this date! Contact Sandy Halby,
719-528-5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net for all the details.
Saturday, July 14th, 6:30pm – 9:00pm: IntelCon! Here’s the idea –
every month or so, we meet up to discuss a new issue or perhaps
view a documentary and then discuss it. Could be a current event,
controversial topic, historical event – whatever we want! In July, we
doing another open discussion – so why not join us for some Intelligent Conversation (IntelCon)? We’re gathering at Community Room
at Peak Place Café, 2360 Montebello Square Drive, Suite H1 (off Academy and Montebello). Peak Place offers coffee, wine, beer and food.
Tuesday, July 17th, 6pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Showdown, a
6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at Buffalo
Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25 and Lake, next to Outback
Steaks and Tinseltown) – they claim to have 45 players and Wi-Fi so
everybody should be able to play!
We’re drinking adult beverages (if you
want to) and noshing on wings and
other foods like burgers and sandwiches! The actual game starts at 6:30pm, but if you want a game player
you probably should get there earlier! Call or e-mail Al (719-4653747, alackerson@msn.com) to let him know you’ll be there!
Saturday, July 21st, 9am: Fountain Creek Regional Park. Let’s meet
up at the Fountain Creek Nature Center and explore this near-by Regional Park! From the Nature Center, numerous trails fan across this
460-acre park that parallels Fountain Creek. We’ll be walking in the
wetlands – and hopefully will see dragonflies flitting around and perhaps even spy the great blue herons that hunt for fish among the
cattails! The Nature Center is located at 320 Pepper Grass Lane in
Fountain. Directions from I-25: take Exit 132A,
go east on CO 16 to US Highway, then south onehalf mile. Turn west on Cattail Marsh Road,
which turns into Pepper Grass Lane and leads
directly into the parking area. We’ll meet there
at Sandy’s car – she has a red Ford Explorer (with
the gold Mensa logo on the back). We’re hitting
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Events Continued
the trail promptly at 9:00am, so you might want to arrive a few
minutes early to locate Sandy and get your hat/water/etc. ready! Be
sure to wear your hiking shoes and bring sun block and water, too!
Tuesday, July 24th, 11:45: Food Truck Tuesday! Maybe you’ve heard
about this: a bunch of food trucks are gathering at the Pioneers Museum (215 South Tejon) every Tuesday, from
11am to about 1:30pm. Twelve local food
trucks, including Bison Brothers, Gray’s Sloppers
and Mateo’s, will be there – so we can pick and
choose what we want! (And get their schedules,
maybe, which are very hard to find!) Meet on the steps of the Pioneers Museum at 11:30ish am and we’ll check out which ones we
want to try! BTW – I had Witty Pork’s Wood Fired Pizza last time,
Mike had the BBQ and both were delicious! They even have a cupcake truck!!
Saturday, July 28th, 3pm-ish: Mountain Munchies at RC’s! We’re
going to RC and Connie’s house outside of Florissant for our annual
BBQ, RC’s Food Fest picnic and hummingbird watching. Arrival time is
3 to 4pm (although early arrival is not discouraged) and we’ll start
eating around 5pm. RC will have brats on the BBQ (or bring your own
meat) and George Cooper has promised a couple racks of smoked
ribs. The world-famous chili will again be featured. Bring your favorite

July 2018

beverage and a side dish. The traditional trivia
quiz is still alive and the winner will receive
another insignificant prize. RC and Connie live
at 122 Badger Trail, a few miles north of Florissant. All details subject to Ma Natures whim. RC’s number is: (719)
748-1413. Allergy alert – cats, bears, fox, raccoons, chipmunks, squirrels, deer, coyotes, birds, trees, flowers, grass. And the occasional
human.
Advance Notice: Friday, August 3rd, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure.
August is hot, so let’s visit one of the hottest and newest places to get
a cold brew! We’ll be going to Atrevida (204 Mt View Ln #3, just off
North Nevada Avenue). Atrevida is a “female forward Latin inspired”
brewery with the goal of appealing to all palates.
Advance Notice: Saturday, August 4th, 10am: Caffeine Conundrum.
In August, we’ll be going to Jives Coffee Lounge in Old Colorado City!
Jives wants “you to come in and feel like family. Take your time, enjoy
the hospitality and have the best cup of coffee you have ever had.”
Their motto is “coffee music life.” So, let’s check them out! Jives is at
16 Colbrunn Court, right by Bancroft park (just off Colorado Avenue,
between 24th and 25th Streets. Remember, if you hear of a new coffee
place, let John know by phone (719) 571-0471or e-mail:
jarofberts@gmail.com.

Page 7

AMERICAN MENSA, LTD.
1229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST
ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103

Mensa® is an international organization consisting of people who
have scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is nonprofit and has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of
Mensa is to serve as a means of communication for its members and
to foster intelligence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of
Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any
opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are
those of the individual contributor or of the editor. The appearance of
any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely event occur, in
PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of products, services, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains & Peaks
Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa International. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent Office as the collective
mark of an international membership organization.
PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa
Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-5696.
All material within is copyright©2018 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where otherwise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009
by Betsy Ogan. Subscriptions are $6.00 (11 monthly issues) for nonMensans and for Mensans who are not members of the Plains&Peaks
local group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served
basis with a SASE.
Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles,
poems, artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking
should be the ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed
if possible. If previously published, please include where and when.

MS Word , RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for
articles, JPG or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with
MS Equation Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and
submitted by surface mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may
be accepted, but we cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The
editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the
editor about other acceptable media and formats. Artwork will be
reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or photographs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted
material and to edit as necessary.
Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and
Peaks Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives.
You MAY withhold your name, email address, or any other address;
simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may
reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and PlainsPeaking are credited and the material is not individually copyrighted.
Note to Reprinting Editors: A courtesy copy indicating the material reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-5696. Letters and emails to the Editor will not be published without the author’s permission.

