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Hello, Peaksters … and Happy Holidays to all!  
As I type this up, we haven’t held our annual 
Holiday Party yet, but I do know that we have 
about 40 Mensans and “Friendsans” (spouses, 
SOs, dates, and friends) attending! We’re 
trying out the Briarhurst Manor this year, so it 
should be a fantastic time, and, as is our prac-
tice, we (Plains and Peaks Mensa) are paying 
for a portion of each dinner.  Missed out this 
year?  There’s always next year – but be sure 
to RSVP early! 
 
Another practice of ours is to limit events in 
December, so you’ll see on our calendar we 
only have Give In To Beer Pressure, Caffeine 
Conundrum, and the Holiday Party listed. 
Then, in January, back to full swing – with a 
couple of added special events!  What are 
they, you might ask … well, I’ll tell you! 
 
We’re doing an Escape Room in January!  
We’ve done one before – and we have a cou-
ple of members who enjoy them – so we’re 
doing it again!  Space is limited (only 8 for the 
room we selected), but if more people sign 
up, we can always expand into another room.  
There is a cost for this and you have to sign up 
on line.  All the details are in the calendar! 
Check it out! 
 
Another special event in January – Mix and 
Mingle!  Join us for “no host” cocktails (or 
soft drinks), maybe some appetizers … along 
with a chance to “mix and mingle” with some 
fellow Mensans without any formal program.  
This is a great ice-breaker – so if you haven’t 
been to a Mensa event, or it’s been a while, 
why not take that icy plunge and join in?   

The Coopers will be hosting Movie Night in 
January, too, which is always fun since they 
will have lots of movie-style snacks for us to 
enjoy during the evening.  Don’t know what 
we’ll be seeing, but we know it will be good!  
We’ve got quite a list of movies to choose 
from – some serious, some classic, some fun-
ny.  As we get closer to the date, we’ll an-
nounce the movie title!  
 
Heads up, too!  The MERF Scholarship Essay 
Contest ends on the 15th of January.  If you 
have a family member or friend – they do 
NOT have to be in Mensa – who qualifies and 
might want to submit an essay, let them know 
about the contest and that the deadline is 
coming up fast!   
 
Also, we need MERF judges!  If you could 
spare a few hours in late January or early 
February and would be willing to judge es-
says, either at the local or regional level, 
please let me know!  Judging is super easy – 
the essays are e-mailed to you along with the 
judging forms. All you have to do is read 
them, use the simple scoring system (so many 
points for grammar, structure, content, etc.) 
and send the scores back to me.  At least one 
person in our local group area will receive a 
$600 scholarship and last year we had two 
MERF essay contestants win at national level!   
 
Now – as I like to do at this time of year … 
pass out my thanks and kudos.  First – Huge 
(HUGE) thanks to the officers of our Plains and 
Peaks Mensa local group.  They are what 
keeps us going.  George keeps the money 
straight (I hope!).  Chris greets our new mem-
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bers and is my sounding board for so many 
things (she may not realize that).  Betsy – 
wow, she takes all the raw stuff we send her 
and puts it into a pleasing, readable and fan-
tastic newsletter!  Al - Past President, friend, 
mentor – you’re the best, Al!   
 
Then there’s the others – Sean, who just 
picked up webmaster duties; Srikant, our 
Gifted Youth Coordinator; and Rich Olcott, our 
Regional Vice Chair, who is so supportive of all 
our local groups. I’d also like to thank Windy, 
who was our webmistress for many years and 
recently moved out of our area.  
 
And, big, big “ Thank you” to all our members 
who contribute to newsletter as well as plan 
and attend events – Rent-A-Mike, John and 
Trudy, RC and Connie, Wayne and Jennie-Jo, 
Jan M and Robin, Mark B, Jennifer, Mickey, 
Jan, Jane, Susan, Loree, Bill, Dave, Mia, Henry 
and Phyllis, Brian and Nancy, Ed and Cindy, 
Jim and Louise, Deb, Bill, KC, Linda and Doug, 
Nancy, Ellen, Mark M, Scott, Tony, Jonathan 
and Natalie (and Henry), Jay and Susan, Dave, 
Charles, Damon and Shannon, Phil, Daniel, 
Ted and Freda, Steve, Margaret, and anyone 
else I might have missed. Thank you, all, for 
keeping our group active, vibrant and so en-
joyable!  Hugs to each one of you!   
 
That’s about all I can think for now … so I’ll 
sign off with my usual “Hope to see you soon 
at a Mensa event”! 
 
Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year to all! 
 

~Sandy 

Editor’s Note: This is a combined December/January edition. 

The next issue will be February 2019. 

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/
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What’s Up In Our Region 

Rich Olcott 

Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  
 

 RVC7@us.mensa.org 
720-390-7889 

Ah, December, all that election to-do is done with and we can get on 

with being sane and having a life.  Well, except for in Mensa.  Many of 

our Local Groups have Nomination Committees now seeking candi-

dates for next year’s officer positions.  If they come to you, please say, 

“Yes.”  The more you put into Mensa, the more you’ll get out of it – 

fun, growth, and the satisfaction of a job well done. 

American Mensa is looking for candidates, too, but there’s no 

NomComm.  Instead we now use the petition system.  Any member of 

American Mensa can apply to be a candidate for any of the elective 

positions.  If you’ve got Internet connectivity, the good news is that 

the 2019 petition and election process has been moved online.  If you 

don’t have access to the Internet, that’s also the bad news – you can 

obtain paper copies from the National Office but.  The whole proce-

dure is laid out online at us.mensa.org/lead/amc/elections/2019-

board-election/.   Links to the forms are there, too, and they can be 

filled in and returned electronically. 

Except for the Candidate Signatures Petition form.  People actually 

have to put ink to paper for that one – 100 signatures if you’re run-

ning for RVC, 250 if you’re running for any of the other offices.  But 

even the petitions can be downloaded, signed, scanned and upload-

ed, or mailed in if that’s what works better for you.   

Start with the Candidate Checklist, a nicely constructed step-by-step 

roadmap that tells you what needs to be done by when.  I’ll be happy 

to answer any questions you might have and give you whatever help 

you need along the way, especially if you’re in a paper-only situation.  

Heck, I’ll even sign your petition – Greg and I each signed the other’s 

when we ran against each other two years ago. 

Quick report on the October AMC tele-meeting.  Discussion was spir-

ited but civil as we worked through several issues.  Your 2019 ballot 

will include several proposed amendments to the Bylaws.  Probably 

the most important was produced by the Event Safety Task Force.  It 

clarifies what had been an ambiguous and clunky process to address 

problems created by Mensans who don’t behave well.  Consider it 

closely when you vote (online or on paper) in April. 

And have a great holiday season before we hunker down for Winter. 

 

- Rich Olcott 

Mensa-versaries 
DECEMBER 
Julie Armstrong 
Jeffrey Douds 
Mike Dulaney 
Jack Israel 
Deborah Johnson 
Andrea Lewis 
Gary Alan Mohr MD 
Randy Stauber 
Daniel Tapio 
 
JANUARY 
Roberta C Ackerson 
Bill Bannister 
Lisa Bartilotta 
Morris C Bealmer 
David Boone 
Lydia Carter 

Joe Cochran 
David Cunningham 
Joseph Davidson 
Bill Fitzpatrick 
Gary Frenzel 
Sandy Lynn Halby 
Ronald Hall 
Kurt Heppard 
Ed Herlik 
David T Hightower 
Jennifer Kennedy 
Jason Kiefer 
Laura Markee 
Steven Neidens 
J Ridge 
Dr William J Riley 
Sally Robbins 
Nicholas Sayler 
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Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
 

 

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President) 
6066 Del Rey Dr. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
719-528-5483 
mandshalby@comcast.net 
 
Chris Cooper (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership) 
1105 Bowstring Rd. 
Monument, CO 80132-8595 
(719-646-4456) 
Shedonist@Cooperplace.net 
 
George Cooper (treasurer) 
1105 Bowstring Rd. 
Monument, CO 80132-8595 

719-646-4456 
gcooper@cooperplace.net 
 
Srikant Mantravadi (Gifted Youth Coordinator) 
6433 Jules Drive 
Colorado Springs, CO 80923 
(719) 352-5074 
srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com 
 
Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor) 
1061 Hummingbird Ct. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 
719-481-1199 
Bogan54@aol.com 
 
Sean McCormick (Webmaster)  
4220 Ruby Dr. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
719-651-6706  
ithelpco@gmail.com 

 
Al Ackerson (Past President) 
5102 Galley Road, #430AW 
Colorado Springs, CO  80915 
719-465-3747 
Alackerson@msn.com 

“The Mensa Education & Research Foundation college scholarship 
program is unique in that its awards are based totally on essays 
written by the applicants. There is no requirement for applicants to be 
Mensa members nor is consideration given to grades, academic pro-
gram, or financial need.”  (From the MERF Web page at http://
www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/) 
 
What could be simpler than writing an essay describing your goals 
and filling out a very simple application? And the applicant require-
ments couldn’t be simpler, either: The applicant must be a citizen or 
permanent resident of the US who resides in a participating local 
group's area; the applicant must be enrolled in a degree program in 
an accredited institution of higher learning during the academic year 
following the application date; and lastly, the applicant must submit 
an application and essay of not more than 550 words explaining their 
academic and/or vocational goals.  Please note:  The essay applica-
tion is available now. The deadline for entries is January 15, 2019. 
 
So, if you’re in a degree program or about to enter one, check out the 
MERF Essay Contest.  There will be at least one prize of approximately 
$500 given out for our local area, along with the potential of winning 
up to $1000 at the national level.  And remember, you don’t have to 
be in Mensa to participate, so if you have a friend or relative who 
would qualify, direct them to the MERF web-site http://
www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/ for the com-
plete rules and application, or have them contact Sandy Halby, 719-
528-5483, or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net.   

MERF Scholarship Contest 

Cryptogram 

 

"RLTRKL AOABKKU QLZ DVBZ'O  
 

PTJEIQ ZT ZVLJ - AIKLOO EZ'O  
 

WLLI JBEKLS."  
 

~RTOZBK RCEIPERKL TY JACRVU'O KBD  

Trivia           by RC Timm 

Anything but Christmas 

 

1. Seat belts were required in all new cars in 1968, when was the first 

state law that required wearing a seatbelt? 

2. What is the largest country in Africa in terms of land area? 

3. What is the largest animal in the ocean? 

4. What is the last state to be admitted to the Union before the start 

of the Civil War?  

5. What was the first name of the man on the Monopoly game? 

6. What is the correct chronological order for Cretaceous, Triassic and 

Jurassic? 

7. O.J. Simpson ran thorough airports as the spokesperson for which 

company?  

8. Can you name the five Marx Brothers? 

9. What is the etymology of the word 'explode'? 

10. Which state was the first to tax gasoline by the gallon? 

 

Did you ever think about the Roman Numerals for 40 are XL? 

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:Shedonist@Cooperplace.net
mailto:srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com
mailto:Bogan54@aol.com
mailto:windy@adoretti.com
mailto:Alackerson@msn.com
http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/
http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/
http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/
http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
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Trivia/Cryptogram Answers 

DECEMBER 
Jennie-Jo White  December 2 
David Cunningham  December 5 
Norma H Hollister  December 6 
Kevin M Powers  December 7 
Steven Boynton  December 11 
Susan Ridge  December 12 
Jack Israel  December 13 
Michael Strait  December 13 
Joan Welsh  December 14 
Roberta C Ackerson  December 19 
Susan Creager  December 27 
M Shane Hall  December 28 
Wetzel B Howard  December 30  
 
JANUARY 
Boyd Rodman  January 9 
John Birkhead  January 10 
Tyler Prescott  January 21 
Henry Gertzman  January 22  
 
NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that infor-
mation is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  To check your 
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa 
(1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and under My Mensa, 
go to My Demographics.  

The votes have been tallied, the results calculated, and the winner 
has been arbitrarily disqualified. Sorry, no appeals to the Supreme 
Court are contemplated. An explanation follows, but first the details 
of the election. 
 
Six voting sheets were returned during the meeting at Crave Burgers 
(our substitute location after JP Fizzy’s unexpectedly closed; Crave, 
the Best of 2014, still serves outstanding burgers and adult shakes), 
and one was received by e-mail. It was your host’s intention to use 
preferential voting (i.e. first, second, and third choices) to eliminate 
the need for runoffs, but with so few folks voting, it just didn’t work. 
See the Wikipedia article on Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) (https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instant-runoff_voting) for an explanation. This 
method, by the way, is how American Mensa conducts its elections of 
national officers to ensure a majority (more than 50%), not just a plu-
rality (which can be less than 50% when there are three or more can-
didates) decides the election.  
 
So instead of an IRV election, your host assigned 5 points for each first
-place vote, three points for each second-place vote, and one point 
for a third-place vote, and added everything up. Result: Your arbitrary 
and capricious host found that the cookout at the White’s won, and 
then he promptly disqualified the winner. Why, one might ask? Your 
host has a severe allergy to hamburgers potentially cooked in two 
feet of snow. It will be January in Colorado Springs, after all. So the 
Second Place Finisher, the Colorado Mountain Brewery, has been 
declared the winner, and will be the meeting place for Burger Quest 
in January. In fairness to the Whites, and in an attempt to preempt 
the ACLU from filing for a Writ and Restraining Order to the Ninth 
Circuit Court, your host will agree to a later meeting at the Whites, 
next July. 
 
The results from our last visit to Colorado Mountain Brewery: 
Hamburger and Toppings   4.0 
Service    4.0 
Cleanliness   4.0 
Side dishes   4.0 
Value for price   4.0 
Atmosphere   4.0 
 
In summary, we gave a pretty good rating for the burgers, regardless 
of the following comments: “Burger overdone, good beer. Bills were 
incorrect.”, “Overdone.”, “My burger was slightly overdone. Onion 
rings are battered, which is way better than breaded.”  
 
Colorado Mountain Brewery has two locations in the Springs. One is 
in the old roundhouse on Rt. 24 and 21st Street, but we’ll be going to 
the other one, at 1110 Interquest Parkway, where we had our 
meeting last February. Phone is 719-434-5750, website is 
www.cmbrew.com. Let’s get a nice big crowd for the 2019 kickoff. 
They do take reservations, so we’ll need to know how many seats to 
reserve. PLEASE, please contact George by phone at 719-418-6073 
(and leave a message), or send him an e-mail at 
gcooper@cooperplace.net. Forgot to reply? Come anyway, we’ll find 
a way to squeeze you in. And be sure to bring your rug rats, Burg-
erQuest is a kid-friendly event. 

http://www.us.mensa.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instant-runoff_voting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instant-runoff_voting
mailto:gcooper@cooperplace.net
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FAREWELL: 
R. Yvette Duncan and Matthew Socha, both who are leaving our area. 
Margaret Shetz, who moved back to PA to start a new adventure in her life. 
Margaret, looking forward to seeing you at our events when you come back to 
visit. Please keep in touch! 
 
WELCOME BACK: 
Susan Paul and Arthur Egge, both who are re-joining Mensa. Hello, again! 
 

WELCOME:  
Andrew Jahnke, who just moved to our area. Welcome to our group! 

Welcome 

& 

Farewell 

Judging MERF Scholarship Essay Contest entries couldn’t be easier – 
just read the essays (which are all sent to you as PDFs and are under 
550 words), follow the 100-point judging system (so many points for 
grammar and organization, content and impression – all very clearly 
spelled out in the judges’ instructions) and then send Sandy Halby, 
the MERF Local Chair, your results on a pre-formatted Excel or Word 
form!!  Easy-peasy!  If you can spare a couple of hours in late January 
or early February and help out with this very unique and worthwhile 
scholarship program, that would be great! If you would be interested 
in helping judge essays – either at the local level or the regional level - 
please contact Sandy at 719-528-5483 or mandshalby@comcast.net!  
  
BTW -  One person from our Plains & Peaks Local Group area will 
receive an award of about $500!   You could be the deciding judge!   

MERF Judges Needed 
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via 
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic news-
letter and correspondence.  It’s easy!  Either go to the American Men-
sa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences! 
 
If you have an announcement or news item, please forward it to 
PlainsPeaking Editor Betsy Ogan (bogan54@aol.com) for inclusion in 
PlainsPeaking!  And, don’t forget, you can advertise your business in 
PlainsPeaking. The current rates are:  business card size $6, quarter 
page $10, half page $25 and full page $50.   
 
GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking 
newsletter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to 
Betsy at bogan54@aol.com . 
 

NOVEMBER TRIVIAL PURSUITS!  Eight 
of us showed up for Trivial Pursuits in 
November – too bad they only had 
about six player tablets charged up and running!  We were the only 
players there that night; don’t know where Carols and Valtin were, 
but we suspect they’ve moved their trivia playing to another location 
due to lack of player tablets!  Anyway, Jim took the top spot with the 
rest of following in this order: Al, George, Jay, Mike, Susan, Sandy and 
Louise. Check the calendar for the new Trivial Pursuits location in 
January!  

 

HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? May-
be that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains & 
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to in-
crease our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity 
– ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the horns 
and wrestle around with it! And, bonus – this would look good on 
your resume or annual job appraisal!  If you’d be interested in volun-
teering to be our Publicity person, contact Sandy at mandshal-
by@comcast.net!  
 
JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent 
activities and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans 
via this popular social site!  It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to 
join.  Search FB for “Plains & Peaks Mensa” and if you can’t find it, 
contact Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net.  
 
BLOGS AND WEBSITES:  If you have a blog or website that you think 
might interest other Mensans, send the link to Betsy at bo-
gan54@aol.com so she can put it here. 

Plains & Peaks Patter 

Letters, Stories, Travel 

Misadventures and More! 

 

Isolated M SIG monthly 

newsletter serves as a com-

munication forum for Mensa 

members around the world – currently 80 

countries. Electronic issues free!  

 

Visit IsolatedM.com for more information. 

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
http://www.isolatedm.com/


For our challenge, we’ve selected the room “Egyptian Heist – Smug-
glers Caught.”  Hey – it’s January – let’s go somewhere warm!  You 
MUST book this event in advance with Mystery Quest.  Just visit 
www.mystery-quests.com, select “Book a Room” and then select 
the number of people, select January 12, 2019, the 6:45pm game in 
the “Egyptian Heist – Smugglers Caught” room.  The cost is $28 per 
person for adults.  Book ASAP to be sure to get with our group as 
there’s a max number of 8 participants for this room!   
  
Sunday, January 13th, 1pm:  BurgerQuest 2019-01.  We’re meeting at 
Colorado Mountain Brewery, at 1110 Interquest Parkway in northern 
Colorado Springs. Reply “yes” no later than 6pm, January 12th, , so we 
can know how many seats to reserve for us. Call 
George at 719-418-6073 (and leave a message) or 
send him an e-mail at gcooper@cooperplace.net. 
Forgot to reply? We’ll be making reservations, but 
come anyway, we’ll fit you in. And plan to bring the 
cookie-crumblers, BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event.  
 
Saturday, January 19th, 6pm: Movie Night! As we went to press, a 
movie has not been chosen, but be assured it will be one to either 
tickle your fancy or make you groan. We’ll have a short feature before 
the main movie (probably a cartoon and/or Benny Hill episode!) along 
with movie food (popcorn, hot dogs, and candy). The 
Coopers are hosting this event and supplying the mov-
ie snacks, but you’ll need to bring what you want to 
drink! The movie will be rated PG and children are 
invited, too! Please RSVP by Thursday, January 17th to 
shedonist@cooperplace.net or 719-646-4456. The 
Coopers live at 1105 Bowstring Road, Monument.  
 
Sunday, January 20th, 5pm:  Mensa Mix & Mingle! Or is it Mensa 
Mingle & Mix? Whatever!! Married, single, Gen-X, new member, 
long time member, Hell’s M, shy, outgoing, whatever – you’re all in-
vited to no-host cocktails and drinks at the Stratton Bar, located in the 
lobby of the Mining Exchange Hotel (8 South Nevada). Good conver-
sation, excellent company, a drink or two – relax and get to know 
some of your fellow Mensans! If you’ve not been to a Mensa event, 
this is one you need to attend to break the ice! See you there! 
 
Tuesday, January 22nd, 6pm:  Trivial Pursuits.  We’re playing Show-
down, a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at Old 
Chicago’s North, 7115 Commerce  
Center Dr. (off I-25 and Woodman 
Road).  They may have the old-style 
players, but we’ll check them out any-
way!  We’re drinking some adult beverages (if you want to) and nosh-
ing on wings and other Old Chicago specialty foods like pizza and cal-
zones! The actual game starts at 6:30pm, but if you want a game play-
er you probably should get there earlier!  Call, text or e-mail Al (719-
291-8749 or alackerson@msn.com) to let him know you’ll be there!  
 
Saturday, January 26th, 6pm:  Ultimate Saturday Supper!  Let's teke-
a a trip tu Svedee-a in Juonuoery (Swedish chef speak from 
https://funtranslations.com/chef).  We'll go to SmØbrØd, 2727 N. 
Cascade Ave., and have a flat bread feast (and maybe some soup)!  
Traditional Nordic food should tickle your tongue.  We can try pickled 

herring, beet-cured salmon, and 
even Swedish meatballs.  Sorry, 
fans, no lutefisk!  As usual, let Al 

know you're coming so we can reserve a chair for you 
(alackerson@msn.com, text or call 291-8749) 

Friday, December 7th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure. December has 
been the month for taprooms the last couple of years, and it’s been 

working out well. Tap Traders is one of the best in 
town. They have a wide selection of Colorado's finest 
beers, and their location is comfortable, spacious, 
and historic! Tap Traders is in the old Alexander Film 
Company building, at 3104 N Nevada Ave #100. They 
have decorated with memorabilia from the building. 

 
Saturday, December 8th, 10am:  Caffeine Conundrum.  For December 
8th we will be heading to The ROOST at The Till. Here at The ROOST 
Coffee House we are proud to serve beloved local 
brands, like Hold Fast Coffee Company, Mission 
Coffee Roasters, and Switchback Coffee Roasters to 
bring a fresh and local coffee experience to the 
North Springs community. 9633 Prominent Point | 
Colorado Springs. Please RSVP to John (call 719-571
-0471 or email jarofberts@gmail.com) so he’ll have a headcount and 
can alert the coffee house. 

 
Saturday, December 8th, 5pm:  Holiday Party.  
Around 40 Mensans and “Friendsans” will be gather-
ing at the Briarhurst Manor for our annual Holiday 
Party on this date. This is generally our biggest event 
of the year and added bonus - our Local Group kicks 
in a substantial portion of the $45 per person cost.  
Why not consider joining us next year at the Party?  
You’ll have a great time!   
 

Friday, January 4th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure. Stay tuned for 
the location of January’s GITBP!  
 
Saturday, January 5th, 10am:  Caffeine Conundrum.  We’re goin’ 
downtown!  Downtown to Rosco’s Coffee, that is!  Rosco’s is at 432 
West Bijou (near the corner of Bijou and Walnut – that’s on the west 
side of I-25). Why Rosco’s?  Rosco is the resident donkey, who may or 
may not be in attendance!  Please try to let John know you’ll be join-
ing us (call 719-571-0471 or email jarofberts@gmail.com). 
 
Wednesday, January 9th, 6pm:  Winter Mini-Golf!  We’ll be playing at 
the “Glowgolf” course, which is indoors at the 
Chapel Hills Mall, lower level near Dillard’s in 
Suite 717.  There are two courses: Jungle 
(easy) and Aquatic (challenging), and if you’re 
over 55, it’s only $5 for unlimited play on 
either course! This is a family-friendly event – and lots of fun!  
 
Thursday, January 10th, 6:30pm:  ExComm Meeting and Dinner.  Let’s 

visit Pho Original, which has been getting super 
good reviews. Pho Original is at 4747 Flintridge 
Dr., near Flintridge and Academy, behind the 
Walgreens.  Remember, this is our business 
meeting, but all members and guests are invit-
ed! RSVP to  Sandy (mandshalby@comcast.net 

or call 719-528-5483) if you can. 
 
Saturday, January 12th, 6:45pm:  Escape Room!  Let’s work on some 
of our puzzle skill and visit Mystery Quest Escape Rooms at 5526 N. 
Academy Blvd., Suite 203 (that’s at Academy and Montebello, behind 
Mike’s Camera.  You actually enter the parking lot off Montebello).  

December/January Events 

http://www.mystery-quests.com
mailto:shedonist@cooperplace.net
mailto:alackerson@msn.com
https://funtranslations.com/chef
mailto:alackerson@msn.com
mailto:jarofberts@gmail.com
mailto:jarofberts@gmail.com
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net


DECEMBER 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

  
 

 
 

1 

2 
 

3 4 
 

5 
 

6 

RSVP 

Caffeine 

Conundrum 

7 
5:00 PM 

Give In To 

Beer Pressure @  

Tap Trader’s 

8 
10:00 AM 

Caffeine 

Conundrum @  

The Roost 

9    
 

10 11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14   15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 20 21 
 

22 
 

23/30 
 

24/31 25 26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

JANUARY 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

2 3 
RSVP 

Caffeine 

Conundrum 

4 
5:00 PM 

Give In To 

Beer Pressure @  

?????? 

5 
10:00 AM 

Caffeine 

Conundrum @  

Rosco’s Coffee 

6 
 

7 8 
 

9 
6:00 PM 

GlowGolf @ 

Chapel Hills Mall 

10 

6:30 PM 

ExComm  

Meeting/Dinner 

@ Pho Original 

11 
 

12 

6:45 PM 

Mystery Quest 

Escape Rooms 

 

13    
 1:00 PM 

BurgerQuest @  

Colorado Mountain 

Brewery 

RSVP by 01/12 

14 15 
 

16 
 

17 
RSVP 

Movie Night 

18 19 
6:00 PM 

Movie Night @ 

The Cooper’s 

20 
5:00 PM 

Mensa Mix &  

Mingle @ the  

Mining Exchange 

21 
 

22 
6:00 PM 

Trivial Pursuits @ 

Old Chicago’s 

North 

23 24 

RSVP 

Ultimate  

Saturday Supper 

25 
 

26 
6:00 PM 

Ultimate  

Saturday Supper 

@ SmØrbrØd 

27 
 

28 29 30 
 

31 
 

  



Mensa® is an international organization consisting of people who 

have scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-

profit and has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of 

Mensa is to serve as a means of communication for its members and 

to foster intelligence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of 

Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any 

opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are 

those of the individual contributor or of the editor. The appearance of 

any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely event occur, in 

PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of products, ser-

vices, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains & Peaks 

Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa Internation-

al. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent Office as the collective 

mark of an international membership organization. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa 

Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. 

All material within is copyright©2018 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, ex-

cept where otherwise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009 

by Betsy Ogan. Subscriptions are $6.00 (11 monthly issues) for non-

Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the Plains&Peaks 

local group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served 

basis with a SASE. 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, 

poems, artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking 

should be the ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed 

if possible. If previously published, please include where and when. 

MS Word , RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for 

articles, JPG or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with 

MS Equation Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and 

submitted by surface mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may 

be accepted, but we cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The 

editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the 

editor about other acceptable media and formats. Artwork will be 

reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or photo-

graphs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted 

material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and 

Peaks Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be pub-

lished in both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. 

You MAY withhold your name, email address, or any other address; 

simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may 

reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and PlainsPeak-

ing are credited and the material is not individually copyrighted. 

Note to Reprinting Editors: A courtesy copy indicating the mate-

rial reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Edi-

tor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696.  Let-

ters and emails to the Editor will not be published without the au-

thor’s permission. 
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ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 


