
LocSec Lowdown                                                                

December/January 

Hello, fellow Peaksters!  As I type this up, we’re 
getting ready to celebrate Thanksgiving tomorrow.  
No turkey cooking for me this year – we’re going 
over to my stepson Larry’s house for dinner and 
he’s deep frying a couple of turkeys.  I’m bringing a 
few dishes I must have on Thanksgiving – yams, 
bread stuffing and fruit salad.  And, my oyster 
stuffing – but I’m the only one who eats that! 
 
As we get ready for Thanksgiving, I have to pause 
and reflect on those things I am most thankful for.  
My wonderful life tops the list – husband, family, 
friends, health, happiness. I am also thankful for 
Mensa – since my Mensa membership has lead to 
so many wonderful friends, wonderful AGs, new 
activities, and new interests.  Although I like to 
think I’m the type of person who would seek out 
those things, Mensa has made it all the more con-
venient for me!  When people find out I’m in Men-
sa, they often ask “Why?”  At the top of that list – 
the friendships I’ve made!   
 
Now – on to Mensa business!  If you haven’t’ al-
ready done so, RSVP now for the Holiday Gala Par-
ty!  We’re holding it again at the Stagecoach Inn in 
Manitou and I’m hoping that for once, the weather 
won’t be over-the-top cold, snowy and miserable!  
Anyway, there’s information in this newsletter 
about the party – it’s a ton of fun and a good oppor-
tunity to meet some of your fellow Plains & Peaks 
members!  Just a couple of notes about the party:  
the venue will be preparing the meals based on the 
reservations, so if you must cancel or you are a “no 
show” at dinner, you will still have to pay full price 
($30 per person) for the dinners you reserved.   
 
Also, as a special event at this year’s party, and if 
you would like to participate, please bring a canned 
good or non-perishable food to the party to be 
donated. All donated goods will be collected and 
given to a local charity.  (Thanks, Linda and Doug, 
for taking care of this part of the party!) 
 
As we are wont to do, our events are limited in 
December – we’ve got Give In To Beer Pressure, 
now in it’s 7th year!  And we’re playing Trivial Pur-
suits, too, in December.  

December’s Caffeine Conundrum is special – we’re 
meeting at the Coffee Exchange and they are giving 
us a special presentation on coffee, brewing, etc. – 
like they do for the Caffeine Crawl!  Huge “Thank 
You” to John for arranging this special event! 
 
In January, we return to a normal schedule of 
events: GITBP, CC, ExComm, Mini-Golf, Burg-
erQuest, Trivial Pursuits, Kimball’s and culminating 
with USS!  That oughta keep us busy! 
 
As we wrap up 2017 – I always like to take a mo-
ment to thank all the people who make this Mensa 
group so special – with their participation and sup-
port!   
 
First – Betsy, our Newsletter Editor – she takes all 
the raw documents we send her and she turns it 
into an award winning newsletter!  Thanks, Betsy! 
 
Windy, the Webmistress!  Windy keeps our web-
site up to date and that is invaluable to people 
looking for Mensa contacts in this area.  Thanks, 
Windy! 
 
George, our Treasurer.  George cooks the books for 
us and keeps me in check from spending too much!  
Thanks, George! 
 
Chris, the Membership Officer.  Chris could not be 
more welcoming to new and existing members!  
Thanks, Chris! 
 
Srikant, Plains & Peaks Gifted Youth Coordinator.  
Thanks, Srikant, for continuing this program!  
 
And, Al, our Past President and all-around good guy 
– even if he doesn’t like to have his picture taken!  
Hugs to you, Al! 
 
And, Sean and John, my Beer Guy and my Coffee 
Guy! Thanks, Guys!  What great events you host 
every month! 
 
I’d also like to mention Rich Olcott, RVC7, who is 
very supportive of our group! Thanks, Rich!  
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And – the other members and friends of Plains & 
Peaks Mensa who make being LocSec such a won-
derful job: Mark, Robin, Brian, Ed and Cindy, Linda 
and Doug, Nancy and Larry, J and Susan, Jim and 
Louise, Kinson, Jonathan and Natalie, David, KC, 
Charles, Damon, Steve, Wayne and Jennie-Jo, Jane, 
Susan, Jan, Loree, Mia, Henry, Tony, Mike, Julia, 
Norma, Esther, RC and Connie, Daniel, Bill and 
Betsy, Lisa, Susie, Jennifer, Jan and Robin, and any-
one I might had left off the list!  Thanks to you all!  
 
And, a very Merry Christmas to one and all, and a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year! 
 

~Sandy 

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/
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What’s Up In Our Region 

Rich Olcott 

Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  
 

 RVC7@us.mensa.org 

720-390-7889 

Hi, folks.   
 
Welcome to December, the season of gifting and being gifted. 
 
Speaking of being gifted (see what I did there?), here’s another reason to be 
proud to be a Mensan – our charitable arm, the Mensa Education and Re-
search Foundation (MERF).  There’s a lot more there than just the scholarship 
program. 
 
MERF’s slogan is, “Advocate for Intelligence.”  (You can watch a nice video 
with that title at MensaFoundation.org/about-the-mensa-foundation/ ).  The 
Foundation can’t lobby in the halls of Congress (their 501(c)(3) designation 
forbids it).  However… 
 

 In partnership with the Library of Congress, MERF sponsors a whole 

collection of programs and publications to challenge and educate smart 
kids.  If you have a 6-10-year-old nearby, go to MensaForKids.org and 
subscribe to Bright, a two page e-magazine loaded with puzzles.  If the 
kid’s a little older, there’s YM2 e-magazine, written in part by Young 
Mensans and downloadable from us.mensa.org. 

 To help teachers cope with their brightest students, MERF offers more 

than two dozen lesson plans at various levels (downloadable 
from MensaForKids.org/teach/lesson-plans/ ) 

 MERF sponsors eight national and international awards that are present-

ed in recognition of excellence in teaching, research, and creative 
achievement. 

 MERF publishes the award-winning Mensa Research Journal, devoted to 
scientific investigation of intelligence. 

 In conjunction with the AG, MERF presents Colloquium, a full-day 

themed series of thought-provoking talks by leaders in their fields. 

 And, of course, there are MERF’s national and international scholarship 
programs.  (By the way, proceeds from Colloquium registration fees go to 
that scholarship fund.) 

 
Finally, here’s something to consider in your end-of-year tax planning – MERF’s 
status as an IRS-approved charity means if you have a few dollars left over 
after that gifting, you can donate them to MERF and deduct them from your 
taxable income (good old Schedule 1040 A). 
 

See y’all next year 

- Rich Olcott 

Cryptogram 

 

 

“UHAWA’Q VSIVNQ VX AVQN QLSPUZLX 

 

 UL AYAWN HPGVX MWLESAG—XAVU,  

 

MSVPQZESA, VXO IWLXB.”  

 

~ GAXCRAX’Q GVJZG  

 

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
 

 

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President) 

6066 Del Rey Dr. 

Colorado Springs, CO 80918 

719-528-5483 

mandshalby@comcast.net 

 

Chris Cooper (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership) 

1105 Bowstring Rd. 

Monument, CO 80132-8595 

(719-646-4456) 

Shedonist@Cooperplace.net 

 

George Cooper (treasurer) 

1105 Bowstring Rd. 

Monument, CO 80132-8595 

719-646-4456 
 

Srikant Mantravadi (Gifted Youth Coordinator) 

6433 Jules Drive 

Colorado Springs, CO 80923 

(719) 352-5074 

srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com 

 

Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor) 

1061 Hummingbird Ct. 

Colorado Springs, CO 80921 

719-481-1199 

Bogan54@aol.com 

 

Windy Adoretti (Webmaster)  

1465 Stella Dr.  

Colorado Springs, CO 80921 

719-201-4743  

windy@adoretti.com 

 

Al Ackerson (Past President) 

5102 Galley Road, #430AW 

Colorado Springs, CO  80915 

719-465-3747 

Alackerson@msn.com 

FAREWELL: 
 
Mark Frymire, who recently moved north 
for Fort Lupton!  Good luck to you! 
 
WELCOME BACK: 
 
Nicholas Sol, who is re-joining our group. 
Glad to have you back! 

Welcome 

      & 

Farewell 
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AN INVITATION FROM MENSA:  By now you should have received an e-mail 
from American Mensa with the subject line:  An Invitation from Mensa.  I hope 
you took a look at that e-mail, which contains a code that you can forward to a 
family member or friend and he/she can use that code to redeem a voucher 
for one FREE Mensa Admissions testing session or prior evidence submission. 
This is the perfect opportunity to ask that friend or family member you’re sure 
could be in Mensa if he/she would take the chance to qualify?  Simply forward 
the code to that prospective member, who can use it for the free testing ses-
sion or prior evidence submission. BTW - the offer expires on the 1st of April 
2018 and must be entered at the time of “purchase.”   So, if your friend or 
family member can’t use the code now, perhaps he/she might in the future!   
 
NOVEMBER TRIVIAL PURSUITS!  Super turnout at Trivial Pursuits in Novem-
ber – nine Peaksters (Al, Sandy and Mike, Jim and Louise, J and Susan, Mark, 
and Drew – at his first Mensa event!!) played Buzztime Trivia at Buffalo Wild 
Wings! Dammit, though, our Trivial Pursuits archenemy Carlos kicked our 
butts!  Here’s the game results:  Warmup – three-way tie (Carlos, Valtin – the 
other “enemy,” and Al); Countdown – Carlos; Category – Al; Lightening – Mark; 

Pyramid – Valtin and two other interlopers; 
and Carlos won the Final Question. Our 
location rated #85!  And, to our honor, we 
did take 9 out of the top 10 spots!! 

 
HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? Maybe that’s 
something you’d like to try? Please consider helping Plains & Peaks Mensa 
with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to increase our testing num-
bers and really need a hand with the publicity – ideas, contacts, someone to 
take this particular bull by the horns and wrestle around with it! And, bonus – 
this would look good on your resume or annual job appraisal! Contact Sandy at 
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net!  
 
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! Search FB for “Plains & Peaks Mensa” and see pho-
tos and get to know some of your fellow Mensans via this popular social site!  
It’s a “closed” group; you have to ask to join.  
 
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via “snail 
mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic newsletter and corre-
spondence.  It’s easy!  To change your preferences call the National Office staff 
at (817) 607-0060 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Central time, Monday through 
Friday or go online: https://www.us.mensa.org/ 
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Plains & Peaks Patter 

Trivia           by RC Timm 
End (and Start) of the Year Trivia 
1.   What is the longest U.S. Highway? 
2.   What is the most popular surname in the USA - Smith, 
Williams, or Jones? 
3.   How long did the Chrysler Building (New York City) hold the title of world's  
       tallest building? 
4.    By which name is acetylsalicylic acid better known? 
5.   To ring in the New Year in Spain, what is traditionally eaten at the stroke of  
      midnight?  
6.   What and where is the southernmost active volcano? 
7.   What song won the first (and last) Grammy Award for Best Disco  
        Recording? 
8.    What were the original names of Dunkin' Donuts? 
9.    Where will you find the Lanthanides? 
10. What was called "A bad marriage between the Pillsbury Doughboy and the  
       ugliest Californian Raisin"? 
 
My goal for 2017 is to lose 10 pounds, only 15 to go. 

Remember that tacky “gift” you got last year at your office party gift ex-

change? Or the unidentifiable and utterly artless “sculpture” your cousin pre-

sented you with on your anniversary? Here’s your chance to get rid of that 

unwanted, or White Elephant, item. 

 

A White Elephant Gift Exchange works like this: Find something you don’t want 

any more (valued between $15 and $25 and in working condition), wrap it up 

nicely in holiday paper, bring it to the Plains & Peaks Mensa Holiday Gala on 

December 9th at the Stagecoach Inn (in Manitou Springs) and stack it with all 

the other gifts. 

 

Everyone bringing a gift will draw a number. Number 1 will be allowed to se-
lect one gift from the pile and open that gift. Number 2 then can either choose 
a gift from the pile or take the gift the person with Number 1 has. If person 
Number 2 chooses to take the gift from person Number 1, then person Num-
ber 1 gets to choose another gift and open it. Then person Number 3 may 
choose a gift from the pile or take the gift from Num-
ber 1 or Number 2. Again, if person Number 3 choos-
es to take one of the opened gifts, the person whose 
gift was taken can choose and open another present. 
This progresses until the last person has the final 
choice among all the opened gifts or the last gift on 
the table. Then, as the final White Elephant ex-
change, the poor person who got Number 1 gets to 
either keep his/her gift or take one of the gifts eligible for grabbing. (A gift can 
only be exchanged twice. After that, the person is stuck with it!) 
 
Participating in the White Elephant Gift Exchange at the Plains & Peaks Mensa 
Holiday Gala is optional. But, keep in mind, it’s a lot of fun – and you never 
know what you’ll end up with – you might even like what you got! Some of the 
past years gifts have included: a stuffed toy chicken, an indoor waterfall ma-
chine-thing, bottles of wine, puzzles, books, CDs and videos, and lots of other 
neat (and not so neat!) things!  It’s all in the spirit of the holiday – so join in!! 

White Elephant Gift Exchange 

2017 - 2018 MERF College 

Scholarship Essay Contest  

“The Mensa Education & Research Foundation college scholarship program is 
unique in that its awards are based totally on essays written by the applicants. 
There is no requirement for applicants to be Mensa members nor is considera-
tion given to grades, academic program, or financial need.”  (From the MERF 
Web page at http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/) 
 
What could be simpler than writing an essay describing your goals and filling 
out a very simple application? And the applicant requirements couldn’t be 
simpler, either: The applicant must be a citizen or permanent resident of the 
US who resides in a participating local group's area; the applicant must be 
enrolled in a degree program in an accredited institution of higher learning 
during the academic year following the application date; and lastly, the appli-
cant must submit an application and essay of not more than 550 words ex-
plaining their academic and/or vocational goals.  Please note:  The essay appli-
cation will be available starting September 15th, and the deadline for entries 
is January 15, 2018. 
 
So, if you’re in a degree program or about to enter one, check out the MERF 
Essay Contest.  There will be at least one prize of approximately $300 given out 
for our local area, along with the potential of winning up to $1000 at the na-
tional level.  And remember, you don’t have to be in Mensa to participate, so if 
you have a friend or relative who would qualify, direct them to the MERF web-
site http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/ for the 
complete rules and application, or have them contact Sandy Halby, 719-528-
5483, or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net. 

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
https://www.us.mensa.org/
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PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA HOLIDAY GALA 
 

Saturday, December 9th 
 

At the historic PJ’s Stagecoach Inn, 702 Manitou Avenue 

Cocktails at 5:00 pm                      Dinner at 6:30 pm 

 

Reservations are required! 
Note:   If you cancel after December 4th or do not attend, you are liable for your dinner charges. 

 
As a special event this year (if you would like to participate), please bring a canned good or non-perishable food  

to the party to be donated. All donated goods will be collected and given to a local charity. 

 

Choose one of the following dinners when you RSVP: 
 

  All Served with Green Salad dressed with Balsamic Vinaigrette 
For Dessert:  Brownies and Ice Cream with Strawberry Drizzle 

 

8 oz. Steak with Mashed Potatoes & Veggies 

Whole Trout with Blood Orange Sauce with Rice & Veggies 

1/2 Rack Smoked BBQ Ribs with Mashed Potatoes & Veggies 

Bison Meatloaf with Mushroom Gravy and Mashed Potatoes & Veggies 

Fried Chicken with Mashed Potatoes & Veggies 

Penne Pasta Vegetable Alfredo 

 

$30.00 (includes tax and tip) for dinner, coffee, tea, or soda  

 

 

RSVP to Sandy by December 4th
 

719-528-5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net  

Party favors 

White Elephant gift exchange 

Door prizes  

Camaraderie 

What a night we’ll have! 

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Jennie-Jo White December 2 
David Cunningham December 5 
Norma H Hollister December 6 
Kevin M Powers December 7 
Steven Boynton December 11 
Susan Ridge December 12 
Jack William Israel December 13 
Michael Strait December 13 
Joan Welsh December 14 
Roberta  Ackerson December 19 
Susan Creager December 27 
M Shane Hall December 28 
Wetzel B Howard December 30 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Windy Adoretti January 3 
Christopher Bulino January 4 
Boyd Rodman January 9 
John Birkhead January 10 
Shawna Daniel January 13 
Tyler Prescott January 21 
Henry Gertzman January 22  

 

NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that information is 
marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  To check your personal information 
release status, please contact American Mensa (1-800-66-MENSA) or 
www.us.mensa.org and under Member Resources, select the PDQ section. 

Trivia 
1. US Route 20, 3,365 miles; Boston, Massachusetts, to Newport, Oregon 
(USDOT) 
2. Smith #1, Williams #3, Jones #5 
3. 49 weeks, surpassed by The Empire State Building, 12 blocks away 
4. Aspirin 
5. Spaniards eat 12 grapes at midnight; one grape for each ring of the bell. The 
tradition began in 1909 as a way to consume the grape surplus in the Alicante 
region.  
6. Mount Erebus, 77° 31' 47" south latitude, Antarctica. There is fire under the 
ice. 
7. Gloria Gaynor’s "I Will Survive", 1980   
8. Open Kettle - 1948, Kettle Donuts - 1949, Dunkin' Donuts - 1950 to present 
9. They are a group elements in the Periodic Table. 
10. Izzy, the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games mascot. 
 
Cryptogram 

“There’s always an easy solution to every human problem—neat, 
plausible, and wrong.” 
~Mencken’s Maxim 

Answers to Trivia/Cryptogram 

WHAT’S THE BEST BURGER JOINT FOR 2017? The last place we visited was 
the Rock City Café, just off North Academy and south of Dublin at 1812 Domin-
ion Way. It’s a relatively plain place, a storefront near the Whistle Pig Brewing 
Company (which we once visited for Give In To Beer Pressure). The staff was 
quite cooperative, especially since we got almost twice as many folks attending 
than we expected, and had to add seats and tables for our group twice. Your 
accommodating host is not one to cast any aspersions, so the miscreants will 
not be identified. The attendees (including those completely innocent) were 
Doug, George, Grumpy (Oops, he should have been listed under “M”), Henry, 
John, Linda, Sandy, and VeraLouise. The ratings (to the nearest half point): 
 
Hamburger and Toppings  4.0 
Service   4.0 
Cleanliness  4.0 
Side dishes  4.0 
Value for price  3.0 
Atmosphere  3.0 
 
Your host would have rated all the areas at least half a point higher, but integ-
rity must dominate. Comments: “Fries get a 5”, “Great burger, medium rare as 
ordered. Fries seasoned nicely. Unpretentious décor.”, “Hamburger was over-
cooked”, “Delicious meat and sautéed mushrooms. Staff was patient with the 
picky old folks. Great fries. Atmosphere was simple and nice.”, “Didn’t have 
burger, salad was excellent. Will be back to try breakfast.”, “Had a BLOAT 
(bacon, lettuce, onions, avocado, & tomato), gave it a 4.” 
 
BurgerQuest takes December off, so we can enjoy the “Holiday” Party. Now it’s 
up to all the readers, regulars, and occasional attendees to choose the location 
for January. We've been to (in order) Skirted Heifer, Back East, Black Bear 
Diner, Denny’s, Johnny’s Navajo Hogan, Bingo Burger, Wyatt’s Pub & Grill, Dog 
Haus, Clyde’s GastroPub, and Rock City Café. The reviews for each can be read 
in previous issues of our newsletter or at https://tinyurl.com/yd48pd26.  
 
To summarize the rules for voting. 
1. There aren’t any. But, for some guidance, … 
2. If you attended at least one BurgerQuest meeting at a place you     
     liked (or liked most), vote for it. 
3. If you attended at least one BurgerQuest meeting at a place you    
     DIDN’T like vote for all the others, even if you never heard of them.     
    That’s a vote AGAINST the one you didn’t like. 
4. If you attended several meetings, and liked a few places, vote for  
     those you liked. 
5. If you attended a few meetings (or none at all) but read the news 
     letter reviews and think you’d like to attend one or more of the  
     places, vote for those. 
6. If you just like the name of the place vote for that one. 
 
We’ll simply add up the votes and visit the one that gets the most in January. 
Send your votes to gcooper@cooperplace.net . Sandy will send out a blast a 
week before the meeting to announce the winner. See Page 6 for details! 

BurgerQuest 2017 

Mensa-versaries 
DECEMBER  
Stephanie Doris 
Jeffrey Douds 
Mike Dulaney 
Jack William Israel 
Deborah Johnson 
Andrea Lewis 
Gary Alan Mohr MD 
Randy Stauber 
Daniel Tapio 
Cathleen Andrea Urban 
 
JANUARY 
Roberta C Ackerson 

Bill Bannister 
Lisa Bartilotta 
Morris C Bealmer 
David Boone 
Lydia Carter 
David Cunningham 
Joseph Davidson 
Gary Frenzel 
Sandy Lynn Halby 
Ronald Hall 
Edward C Herlik 
David T Hightower 
Jennifer Kennedy 

MERF Judges Needed 
Judging MERF Scholarship Essay Contest entries couldn’t be easier – just read 
the essays (which are all sent to you as PDFs and all under 550 words), follow 
the 100-point judging system (so many points for grammar and organization, 
content and impression – all very clearly spelled out in the judges’ instructions) 
and then send Sandy Halby, the MERF Local Chair, your results on a pre-
formatted Excel or Word form!! Easy-peasy! If you can spare a couple of hours 
in late January or early February and help out with this very unique and worth-
while scholarship program, that would be great!  
  
BTW -  one person from our Plains & Peaks Local Group area will receive an 
award of approximately $300!   You could be the deciding judge on who gets 
it!  If you would be interested in helping judge essays, please contact Sandy at 
719-528-5483 or mandshalby@comcast.net! Thanks! 

http://www.us.mensa.org
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 Saturday, January 13th, 6pm:  RSVP for BurgerQuest.  We don’t know where 
yet, but you will get an e-mail blast announcing the voting results. Reply “yes” 
as soon as you can, but no later than 6pm today, January 13th, for tomorrow’s 
meeting. Call George at 719-418-6073 (and leave a message), or send an e-
mail to gcooper@cooperplace.net Forgot to reply? Come anyway, we’ll fit you 
in. And plan to bring the young’uns; BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event. 
 
Sunday, January 14th, 1pm: BurgerQuest!  Voting results 
should be announced by now via e-mail blast, identifying 
the winner of the 2017 season. Join us for the best burger 
of last year! Bring a guest, and be sure to bring the Cookie 
Crumblers. Remember, BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly 
event. RSVP to George: 719-418-6073 or 
gcooper@cooperplace.net.  
 
Tuesday, January 16th, 6:00pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Showdown, a 
6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at Buffalo Wild Wings, 
2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25 and Lake, next to Outback Steaks and Tinseltown) – 
they claim to have 45 players and Wi-Fi so everybody should be able to play!  
We’re drinking some adult beverages (if you want to) and noshing on wings 
and other Buffalo Wild Wings specialty foods like burgers and sandwiches! The 
actual game starts at 6:30pm, but if you 
want a game player you probably should get 
there earlier!  Call or e-mail Al (719-465-
3747, alackerson@msn.com) to let him 
know you’ll be there! 
 
Sunday, January 21st, 4:30pm:  Kimball’s Peak Three Movie! Join some of 
your fellow Mensans at Kimball’s, which is a downtown (Pikes Peak and Tejon) 
first run movie theater showing “the very best of current 
independent and foreign films.” The plan is to meet at 4:30, 
have a drink in Kimball’s full-service bar, select a movie to 
attend together, and then afterwards, have another drink 
and/or dinner and discuss the movie. We’ll be taking a 
chance on what Kimball’s is showing on this date - but you 
never know!  Could be the best movie you’ve ever seen!! 
 
Thursday, January 25th, 8pm:  RSVP for USS.  For a seat in the galley at Joe’s 
Crab Shack on Saturday, call, e-mail, or text Al (465-3747, alacker-
son@msn.com, 291-8749) to reserve a place. 
 
Saturday, January 27th, 6pm: Ultimate Saturday Supper.  What better time 
than January to go to the beach, a beach-themed restaurant that is.  We're off 
to Joe's Crab Shack, 805 Citadel Drive, to get sea lice (crabs), sea cockroaches 
(lobsters), and other vermin of the briny deep.  Get started 
with a pound of peel and eat shrimp, voodoo chicken 
bites, or New England clam chowder (why does anyone 
even want to eat Manhattan clam chowder?) and then 
plunge into pails and buckets and platters of the bounty of 
the sea!  Call, e-mail, or text Al (465-3747, alacker-
son@msn.com, 291-8749) to reserve a place. 
 
Advance Notice:  Friday, February 2nd, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure.  Stay 
tuned for the location of February’s GITBP!  
 
Advance Notice:  Saturday, February 3rd, 10am:  Caffeine Conundrum.  For 
February, we're visiting Third Space, “A place of exceptional coffee & commu-

nity with a love for Colorado Springs.”  Third Space 
Coffee is at 5670 North Academy Blvd, just off Academy 
and Vickers. You can check them out at 
www.thirdspacecoffee.org/.  Remember, if you hear of a 
new coffee place, let John know by phone (719) 571-
0471or e-mail: jarofberts@gmail.com.  
 

Advance Notice:  Tuesday, February 6th, 6:30pm: ExComm Meeting and Din-
ner. Let’s check out Slice 420. The “Slice” refers to the authentic NY-style 
pizza (and crepes) they sell and as a “tribute” to medical cannabis, which their 
daughter Sofia uses to help control her seizures due to cerebral palsy, they 
added the “420.”  They are located at 2501 W. Colorado Ave #108 If you get 
the chance, let Sandy know you’ll be there. (mandshalby@comcast.net or call 
719-528-5483). 

Friday, December 1st, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure.  GITBP is 7 years old! An 
event doesn't last that long without some tradition emerging. One of those 
traditions is that December is becoming "Tap Room Month". There are a few 
that have opened, and enough in planning to keep us busy 
for a few years. One gem that snuck under the radar is Tap 
Traders, in the old Alexander Film building at 3104 N Nevada 
Ave, #100. They have maintained the film theme, with Alex-
ander Film artifacts on display throughout their space.  
Remember, if you know of a good brew-pub or happy hour 
bar in the local area that we have missed, please let Sean 
know. By email: sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, or by cell 
phone: (719) 651-6706. 
 
Saturday, December 2nd, 10am:  Caffeine Conundrum – with Special Coffee 
Presentation!  Let’s venture downtown to 526 S. Tejon to visit the Coffee 

Exchange. The Coffee Exchange has locally roasted, organ-
ic (and fair trade) coffee with Cuban and White Expresso 
their specialties!  And – they are doing a special presenta-
tion exclusively for us! BTW - all their baked goodies are 
made daily in-house! Yum!!  Remember, if you hear of a 
new coffee place, let John know: (719) 571-0471or e-mail: 
jarofberts@gmail.com.  

 
Saturday, December 9th, 5pm:  Plains & Peaks Holiday Gala Party!  Join us for 
an evening of holiday frivolity, Mensa camaraderie, gifts, dinner and fun, fun, 
fun!! See the article in this newsletter for details! 
 
Tuesday, December 19th, 6:00pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Showdown, 
a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at Buffalo Wild 
Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25 and Lake, next to Outback Steaks and Tinsel-
town) – they claim to have 45 players and Wi-Fi so everybody should be able 
to play!  We’re drinking some adult beverag-
es (if you want to) and noshing on wings and 
other Buffalo Wild Wings specialty foods like 
burgers and sandwiches! The actual game 
starts at 6:30pm, but if you want a game player you probably should get there 
earlier!  Call or e-mail Al (719-465-3747, alackerson@msn.com) to let him 
know you’ll be there! 
 
Tuesday, January 2nd, 6:30pm:  ExComm Meeting and Dinner!  Brrrrr!  Let’s 

warm up with some chicken noodle soup or per-
haps pasta at Noodles & Company, 2455 Montebel-
lo Square Dr. (just off Academy and Montebello). 
Their menu boasts a wide selection and usually 
their dishes are big enough for two!  If you get the 
chance, let Sandy know you’ll be there 

(mandshalby@comcast.net or call 719-528-5483). 
 
Friday, January 5th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure.  Stay tuned for the loca-
tion of January’s GITBP – selected by the high complex, secret algorithm devel-
oped exclusively by Sean!! 
 
Saturday, January 6th, 10am:  Caffeine Conundrum.  Time to warm up with 
some excellent coffee at Agia Sophia Coffee, 2902 W. Colorado Avenue!  They 
advertise specialty teas and coffee, espresso bar, samovar room, free wi-fi, 
ethnic art and classic books on religion, philosophy, history and literature!  
Their reviews are spectacular – so let’s give them a try!  You can check their 
web-site at www.agiasophiacoffeeshop.com.  Remember, if you hear of a new 
coffee place, let John know by phone (719) 571-0471or e-mail: 
jarofberts@gmail.com.  
 
Wednesday, January 10th, 6pm:  Winter Mini-Golf!  We’ll be playing indoors 
at the “Glowgolf” course, which is indoors at the Chapel Hills Mall, downstairs 
near Dillard’s in Suite 717.  There are 2 courses: Jungle (easy) and Aquatic 

(challenging), and if you’re over 55 (and who 
isn’t?), it’s only $5 for unlimited play on either 
course you choose!   
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@ Noodles &  

Company 
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????? 
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Caffeine 
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Agia Sophia Coffee 
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6:00 PM 

Winter Mini-Golf 

@ Glowgolf 

Chapel Hills Mall 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

RSVP  

Reminder For 

BurgerQuest 

14 

1:00 PM 

BurgerQuest 
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Winner of 2017 
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Buffalo Wild Wings 
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Kimball’s 

Peak 3 Movie 
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Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who 

have scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-

profit and has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of 

Mensa is to serve as a means of communication for its members and 

to foster intelligence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of 

Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any 

opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, 

are those of the individual contributor or of the editor. The appear-

ance of any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely event oc-

cur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of prod-

ucts, services, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains 

& Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa 

International. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent Office as the 

collective mark of an international membership organization. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa 

Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. 

All material within is copyright©2017 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, 

except where otherwise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009 

by Betsy Ogan. Subscriptions are $6.00 (11 monthly issues) for non-

Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the 

Plains&Peaks local group. Single issues are available on a first-

come, first-served basis with a SASE. 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, po-

ems, artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking 

should be the ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be 

emailed if possible. If previously published, please include where 

and when. MS Word , RTF, and plain text formats are especially 

encouraged for articles, JPG or GIF for artwork. Equations should 

be typeset with MS Equation Editor. Typewritten work signed by 

the author and submitted by surface mail is also welcome. Hand-

written items may be accepted, but we cannot guarantee accuracy 

in publication. The editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. 

Please check with the editor about other acceptable media and for-

mats. Artwork will be reproduced as black and white or grayscale 

(drawings or photographs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse 

to publish submitted material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks 

Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published 

in both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You 

MAY withhold your name, email address, or any other address; 

simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may 

reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and PlainsPeak-

ing are credited and the material is not individually copyrighted. 

Letters and emails to the Editor will be considered for publication 

unless the author specifically requests otherwise.  

 

Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material 

reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: Bogan54@aol.com 

AMERICAN MENSA, LTD. 

1229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 


